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  Center for Free Enterprise at the University of Louisville
The mission of the Center for Free Enterprise is to engage in research and teaching 
that explores the role of enterprise and entrepreneurship in advancing the well-being 
of society.

Louisville, Kentucky • http://business.louisville.edu/freeenterprise/

 Louisiana Pelican Institute
The Pelican Institute is a non-partisan research and educational organization—a think 
tank—and the leading voice for free markets in Louisiana. The Institute’s mission is 
to conduct scholarly research and analysis that advances sound policies based on free 
enterprise, individual liberty, and constitutionally limited government.

New Orleans, Louisiana • www.pelicaninstitute.org

 Maine Maine Policy Institute
Maine Policy Institute is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that con-
ducts detailed and timely research to educate the public, the media, and lawmakers 
about public-policy solutions that advance economic freedom and individual liberty 
in Maine.

Portland, Maine • mainepolicy.org

 Maryland Free State Foundation 
The Free State Foundation is a non-profit, nonpartisan think tank. Its purpose is to 
promote, through research and educational activities, understanding of free-market, 
limited government, and rule of law principles at the federal level and in Maryland.

Potomac, Maryland • freestatefoundation.org

 Massachusetts Pioneer Institute
Pioneer Institute is an independent, non-partisan, privately funded research organiza-
tion that seeks to improve the quality of life in Massachusetts through civic discourse 
and intellectually rigorous, data-driven public-policy solutions based on free-market 
principles, individual liberty and responsibility, and the ideal of effective, limited, and 
accountable government.

Boston, Massachusetts • pioneerinstitute.org

 Michigan Mackinac Center for Public Policy
The Mackinac Center for Public Policy is a non-partisan research and educational 
institute dedicated to improving the quality of life for all Michigan residents by pro-
moting sound solutions to state and local policy questions.

Midland, Michigan • www.mackinac.org

 Minnesota Center of the American Experiment 
The Center of the American Experiment is Minnesota’s leading public-policy orga-
nization. The Center researches and produces papers on Minnesota’s economy, 
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education, health care, the family, employee freedom, and state and local governance. 
It also crafts and proposes creative solutions that emphasize free enterprise, limited 
government, personal responsibility, and government accountability.

Golden Valley, Minnesota • www.americanexperiment.org

 Mississippi Institute for Market Studies at Mississippi State University
The Institute for Market Studies supports the study of markets and provides a deeper 
understanding regarding the role of markets in creating widely shared prosperity. The 
Institute brings together leading scholars in economics, finance, and international 
business. Research interests include analysis of the market process, corporate control, 
bureaucracy and regulation theory, shadow economies, and informal institutions. 
Research questions are motivated by current economic and financial issues.

Mississippi State, Mississippi • http://www.ims.msstate.edu

  Mississippi Center for Public Policy
The Mississippi Center for Public Policy (MCPP) is an independent, non-profit, 
public-policy organization based in Jackson, Mississippi. MCPP works to promote 
and protect the concepts of free markets, limited government, and strong traditional 
families.

Jackson, Mississippi • mspolicy.org

 Missouri Hammond Institute for Free Enterprise at Lindenwood University
The John W. Hammond Institute for Free Enterprise is a research and education cen-
ter in the Plaster School of Business and Entrepreneurship at Lindenwood University. 
Its mission is to foster free enterprise and civil and religious liberty through the 
examination of market-oriented approaches to economic and social issues. This mis-
sion is based on the view that a limited government, such as that laid out in the 
Constitutional foundation of the United States, is a necessary component of a just 
and prosperous society.

St. Charles, Missouri • hammondinstitute.org

 Montana Montana Policy Institute 
The mission of the Montana Policy Institute is to form, equip, and mobilize a network 
of citizens dedicated to securing a free and prosperous future for Montana. We believe 
Montana should be a place where Montanans can live, work, and prosper, and that 
pro-liberty policies are the best and surest route to achieving this goal.

Helena, Montana • montanapolicy.org

 Nebraska Institute for Economic Inquiry at Creighton University
The Institute for Economic Inquiry supports research and education programs 
analyzing, and initiating conversations about, the institutions that promote human 
well-being. Through the Institute, social scientists and practitioners work together 
to define the characteristics of a free society, and then critically examine the impact 

http://www.fraserinstitute.org
http://www.americanexperiment.org
http://www.ims.msstate.edu
http://mspolicy.org
http://hammondinstitute.org
http://montanapolicy.org


90 / Economic Freedom of North America 2020 / Stansel, Torra, McMahon

Fraser Institute / www.fraserinstitute.org

of policy on human flourishing. The Institute supports research that compares and 
contrasts economic and social outcomes from the perspectives of economics, ethics, 
and entrepreneurship and their diverse methodologies.

Omaha, Nebraska • www.creighton.edu/instituteforeconomicinquiry

  Platte Institute for Economic Research
The Platte Institute’s mission is to advance policies that remove barriers to growth 
and opportunity in Nebraska.

Omaha, Nebraska • platteinstitute.org

 Nevada Nevada Policy Research Institute
The Nevada Policy Research Institute is a non-partisan, non-profit think tank that pro-
motes policy ideas consistent with the principles of limited government, individual 
liberty and free markets. NPRI is an independent source of objective research and 
liberty-minded commentary focused on helping the citizens of Nevada understand 
the fundamental value of a free society, the inseparability of personal economic free-
dom and the comprehensive benefits of free market policy solutions.

Las Vegas, Nevada • npri.org

 New Hampshire Granite Institute 
The Granite Institute is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan research and educational 
organization based in Concord. We envision New Hampshire as the freest state in the 
union, where families thrive because of access to high-quality education choices, a 
growing economy that attracts entrepreneurs, and a financially viable system to care 
for our elderly.

Concord, New Hampshire • www.graniteinstitute.org

  Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy
The Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy is New Hampshire’s free-market think 
tank. The Bartlett Center’s mission is to develop and advance practical, free-market 
policies that promote prosperity and opportunity for all. The center is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit educational organization.

Concord, New Hampshire • jbartlett.org

 New Mexico Rio Grande Foundation
The Rio Grande Foundation is a research institute dedicated to increasing liberty and 
prosperity for all of New Mexico’s citizens. We do this by informing New Mexicans 
of the importance of individual freedom, limited government, and economic 
opportunity.

Albuquerque, New Mexico • www.riograndefoundation.org

 North Carolina Center for the Study of Free Enterprise at Western Carolina University
Our mission is to provide economics research and thought leadership on issues pertain-
ing to economic development in North Carolina, the region, and beyond, by conducting 
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scholarly inquiry, policy analysis, educational activities, and community outreach on 
the role of free enterprise in a flourishing society

Cullowhee, North Carolina • affiliate.wcu.edu/csfe

  John Locke Foundation 
The John Locke Foundation was created in 1990 as an independent, non-profit think 
tank that would work “for truth, for freedom, and for the future of North Carolina”. 
The Foundation is named for John Locke, an English philosopher whose writings 
inspired Thomas Jefferson and the other Founders. The John Locke Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) research institute and is funded solely from voluntary contributions from 
individuals, corporations, and charitable foundations. The John Locke Foundation 
envisions a North Carolina of responsible citizens, strong families, and successful 
communities committed to individual liberty and limited, constitutional government.

Raleigh, North Carolina • www.johnlocke.org

 North Dakota Center for the Study of Public Choice and Private Enterprise  
  at North Dakota State University

The Center for the Study of Public Choice and Private Enterprise (PCPE) engages 
in research and educational programs to uncover the institutions and policies that 
encourage and enhance human well-being. The Center seeks to advance knowledge of 
the sources and causes of human well-being and the distinctive roles of entrepreneur-
ship, free markets, philanthropy, private enterprise and public policy in achieving it.

Fargo, North Dakota • ndsu.edu/centers/pcpe

 Ohio Buckeye Institute
The Buckeye Institute was founded in 1989 as an independent research and educa-
tional institution—a think tank—to formulate and promote free-market solutions for 
Ohio’s most pressing public-policy problems. 

Columbus, Ohio • www.buckeyeinstitute.org

 Pennsylvania Commonwealth Foundation
The Commonwealth Foundation transforms free-market ideas into public policies so 
all Pennsylvanians can flourish.

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania • www.commonwealthfoundation.org

 South Carolina Palmetto Promise Institute
Founded in 2013 by a visionary group of entrepreneurs, scholars, philanthropists, and 
public servants, Palmetto Promise Institute promotes a flourishing South Carolina 
where every citizen has the opportunity to reach their full potential. We strive to be 
a beacon of aspiration in a sea of negativity, inspired by South Carolina’s state motto: 

“While I breathe, I hope”. With a core focus on education, health care, tax, and energy 
policy research, PPI is the Palmetto State’s trusted champion of free enterprise and 
human flourishing.

Columbia, South Carolina • palmettopromise.org
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 South Dakota Great Plains Public Policy Institute
The mission of the Great Plains Public Policy Institute is to formulate and promote free 
enterprise solutions to public-policy problems based on the principles of individual 
responsibility, limited government, privatization, and traditional American values.

Sioux Falls, South Dakota • www.greatplainsppi.org

 Tennessee Beacon Center of Tennessee
The Beacon Center of Tennessee empowers Tennesseans to reclaim control of their 
lives, so that they can freely pursue their version of the American dream.

Nashville, Tennessee • www.beacontn.org

  Center for Economic Education at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
The Center for Economic Education offers programs for teachers and students to pro-
vide a better understanding of the theory and practice of capitalism, and the positive 
relationship between private enterprise and economic prosperity.

Chattanooga, Tennessee • https://www.utc.edu/probasco-chair-free-enterprise/index.php

 Texas Lone Star Policy Institute
The Lone Star Policy Institute is an independent think tank that promotes freedom 
and prosperity for all Texans. We advance public-policy solutions that encourage 
Texans’ enterprising spirit, expand personal and economic freedom, and improve the 
quality of life for the people of Texas and in cities throughout the country.

Dallas, Texas • lonestarpolicyinstitute.org

  Bridwell Institute for Economic Freedom at SMU
The Bridwell Institute for Economic Freedom is a research institute established in 2020 
in the SMU Cox School of Business. It continues and expands upon the mission of its 
predecessor, the O’Neil Center for Global Markets and Freedom, “to study the impact 
of competitive market forces on freedom and prosperity in the global economy”.

Dallas, Texas • www.smu.edu/cox/Centers-and-Institutes/Bridwell-Institute/About-Us

  Texas Public Policy Foundation
The Texas Public Policy Foundation is a non-profit, non-partisan research institute. 
The Foundation’s mission is to promote and defend liberty, personal responsibility, 
and free enterprise in Texas and the nation by educating and affecting policy makers 
and the Texas public-policy debate with academically sound research and outreach.

Austin, Texas • www.texaspolicy.com

 Utah Libertas Institute
Libertas Institute envisions a legal system that protects each person’s pursuit of happiness 
not just in word, but in deed. A society governed by such a system will embrace personal 
responsibility, use persuasion rather than force to achieve important goals, and under-
stand the importance of free markets, property rights, personal freedom, and equal justice.

Lehi, Utah • libertasutah.org
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 Virginia Virginia Institute for Public Policy 
The Virginia Institute for Public Policy is an independent, non-partisan, education 
and research organization committed to the goals of individual opportunity and 
economic growth. Through research, policy recommendations, and symposia, the 
Institute works ahead of the political process to lay the intellectual foundation for a 
society dedicated to individual liberty, free enterprise, private property, the rule of 
law, and constitutionally limited government.

Abingdon, Virginia • virginiainstitute.org

 Washington Washington Policy Center
The Washington Policy Center is an independent, non-profit think tank that promotes 
sound public policy based on free-market solutions.

Seattle, Washington • www.washingtonpolicy.org

 West Virginia Public Policy Foundation of West Virginia
The Public Policy Foundation of West Virginia is a non-profit research and education 
organization that conducts scholarly research and analysis of state and local issues. 
The Foundation’s mission is to advance sound policies in West Virginia based on the 
principles of free enterprise, individual liberty, limited government, and traditional 
American values.

Wheeling, West Virginia

  Cardinal Institute 
The Cardinal Institute for West Virginia Policy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit founded in 
2014 dedicated to research, develop, and communicate effective conservative eco-
nomic public policies for West Virginia.

Charleston, West Virginia • www.cardinalinstitute.com

 Wisconsin MacIver Institute 
The John K. MacIver Institute for Public Policy is a Wisconsin-based think tank that 
fights for free markets, individual freedom, personal responsibility, and limited gov-
ernment. Our namesake believed that ideas are the most powerful force in politics and 
our democracy. In John’s honor, the MacIver Institute works every day to produce the 
next generation of ideas that will move Wisconsin and our country forward.

Madison, Wisconsin • www.maciverinstitute.com

 Wyoming Wyoming Liberty Group
Founded in 2008 with the purpose of inviting citizens to prepare for informed, active 
and confident involvement in local and state government, Wyoming Liberty Group 
provides a venue for understanding public issues in light of constitutional principles 
and governmental accountability. We believe in the values of individual dignity and 
personal liberty, and we encourage appreciation of our state constitution and the 
historical/cultural values that are the very source of our liberty.

Cheyenne, Wyoming • wyliberty.org
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Supporting the Fraser Institute

To learn how to support the Fraser Institute, please contact us via post: Development 
Department, Fraser Institute, Fourth Floor, 1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, V6J 3G7, Canada • telephone: toll-free to 1.800.665.3558, ext. 548 • 
e-mail: development@fraserinstitute.org • or visit our web page: <www.fraserinstitute.org/
support-us/overview.aspx>.

Purpose, Funding, and Independence

The Fraser Institute provides a useful public service. We report objective informa-
tion about the economic and social effects of current public policies, and we offer 
evidence-based research and education about policy options that can improve the 
quality of life.

The Institute is a non-profit organization. Our activities are funded by chari-
table donations, unrestricted grants, ticket sales, and sponsorships from events, the 
licensing of products for public distribution, and the sale of publications.

All research is subject to rigorous review by external experts, and is conducted 
and published separately from the Institute’s Board of Trustees and its donors.

The opinions expressed by the authors are those of the individuals themselves, 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Fraser Institute, its Board of Directors, its 
donors and supporters, or its staff. This publication in no way implies that the Fraser 
Institute, its directors, or staff are in favour of, or oppose the passage of, any bill; or 
that they support or oppose any particular political party or candidate.

As a healthy part of public discussion among fellow citizens who desire to 
improve the lives of people through better public policy, the Institute welcomes 
evidence-focused scrutiny of the research we publish, including verification of data 
sources, replication of analytical methods, and intelligent debate about the practical 
effects of policy recommendations.
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Peer Review

Validating the accuracy of our research
The Fraser Institute maintains a rigorous peer review process for its research. New 
research, major research projects, and substantively modified research conducted 
by the Fraser Institute are reviewed by a minimum of one internal expert and two 
external experts. Reviewers are expected to have a recognized expertise in the topic 
area being addressed. Whenever possible, external review is a blind process.

Commentaries and conference papers are reviewed by internal experts. 
Updates to previously reviewed research or new editions of previously reviewed 
research are not reviewed unless the update includes substantive or material changes 
in the methodology. The review process is overseen by the directors of the Institute’s 
research departments who are responsible for ensuring all research published by the 
Institute passes through the appropriate peer review. If a dispute about the recom-
mendations of the reviewers should arise during the Institute’s peer review process, 
the Institute has an Editorial Advisory Board, a panel of scholars from Canada, the 
United States, and Europe to whom it can turn for help in resolving the dispute.

* deceased; † Nobel Laureate

Editorial Advisory Board

Members
Prof. Terry L. Anderson
Prof. Robert Barro
Prof. Jean-Pierre Centi
Prof. John Chant
Prof. Bev Dahlby
Prof. Erwin Diewert
Prof. Stephen Easton
Prof. J.C. Herbert Emery
Prof. Jack L. Granatstein

Prof. Herbert G. Grubel
Prof. James Gwartney
Prof. Ronald W. Jones
Dr. Jerry Jordan
Prof. Ross McKitrick
Prof. Michael Parkin
Prof. Friedrich Schneider
Prof. Lawrence B. Smith
Dr. Vito Tanzi

Past members
Prof. Armen Alchian* 
Prof. Michael Bliss*
Prof. James M. Buchanan* †

Prof. Friedrich A. Hayek* †

Prof. H.G. Johnson*

Prof. F.G. Pennance*
Prof. George Stigler* †

Sir Alan Walters*
Prof. Edwin G. West*
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