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Chapter 5 

Adjusting for the Canada Child 
Benefit’s Tax-Free Status

By Milagros Palacios, Jason Clemens, and Steven Globerman 

Key points

• Despite the Canada Child Benefit (CCB) being one of the largest fed-
eral programs, no analysis to date has considered how the program’s
tax-free benefits affect the distribution of overall CCB spending.

• Tax-free status matters because marginal tax rates greatly influence
the level of pre-tax income needed to realize any given after-tax
benefit. Consider that a person earning less than $50,197 of taxable
income would have to earn $118 in pre-tax income to generate $100
in after-tax income considering federal taxes only compared to a
person making more than $221,708, who would have to earn $149 to
receive the same $100 after-tax income.

• This analysis compares CCB spending adjusted for its tax-free status
against both actual CCB spending and the spending done under the
two previous programs (UCCB and CTTB).

• Five specific family types are analyzed (one in the body of the paper
and the remaining four in appendices) as well as all eligible families.

• The total value of Canada Child Benefits in 2019 increases from an
estimated $24.9 billion to $32.5 billion when the tax-free status of the
benefit is included.

• When we compare the adjusted CCB spending against the actual
CCB spending for all eligible families, we find that families with
incomes below $10,000 experience no change in their share of the
overall distribution of spending. Families with incomes from $10,000
to $70,000 experience a reduction in their share of total CCB spend-
ing—falling from 44.7 percent to 40.7 percent. Finally, families with
incomes above $70,000 experience an increase in their share of total
CCB spending: from 55.0 percent to 59.0 percent.
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• The differences in the share of benefits are larger when we compare
the adjusted CCB spending (to account for its tax-free status) against
the distribution of spending under the two previous programs.

• Families with incomes less than $60,000 experience a reduction in
their share of total CCB spending from 42.9 percent to 29.7 percent.
Families with incomes between $60,000 and $180,000 experience an
increase in their share of spending from 49.2 percent under the old
programs (UCCB and CCTB) to 66.8 percent. Finally, families with
incomes above $180,000 experience a reduction in their share of total
CCB spending from 7.9 percent to 3.5 percent.

• The shifting of overall CCB spending towards middle- and upper-
middle-income families when accounting for the CCB’s tax-free
status is even greater than previous analyses concluded. While overall
CCB spending increases compared to the two previous programs,
the distributional shift to middle- and upper-middle-income families
suggests the increases under the new program could have been better
targeted to those families in need and potentially at a lower overall
cost for the program.

Introduction

The Canada Child Benefit (CCB) is one of the largest federal programs, 
forecast to cost $25.2 billion in 2022-23.1 A number of analyses have com-
pared the current Canada Child Benefit with its predecessors: the Univer-
sal Child Care Benefit (UCCB) and the Canada Child Tax Benefit (CCTB), 
particularly with respect to the distribution of overall spending, as well as 
the degree to which resources under the new CCB are targeted to those in 
need (see Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios, 2020; and Sarlo, 2020). However, 
to date no study has been published that takes into account the tax-free 
status of the CCB. That is, unlike most other government transfers, the 
CCB is not classified as taxable income. This analysis adjusts the distribu-
tion of total CCB spending to reflect its value after taking into account its 
tax-free status.

The paper begins with a summary of the methodology employed fol-
lowed by a discussion of why the CCB’s tax-free status is important. This 
is followed by an analysis of a specific profile family, specifically a 2-parent 
family with two working parents with two children. This family is used to 
examine how adjusting the CCB for its tax-free status influences the over-
all distribution of CCB spending compared to both actual CCB spending 

1 See Canada, Department of Finance (2022), Annex 1: Details of Economic and Fiscal
Projections in Budget 2022.
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and spending on the previous two programs. A general analysis of CCB 
spending including all eligible families follows. Four appendices provide 
detailed information for the four other families analyzed in this paper. The 
study concludes with some brief closing comments.

Methodology

It is important to recognize that this analysis is interested in and focuses 
on the changes in the distribution of spending related to the CCB, by 
income level, compared to both the two previous programs (UCCB and 
CCTB) and the CCB unadjusted for its tax-free status. As noted previous-
ly, the CCB represents a substantial increase in overall spending compared 
to the two previous programs. Specifically, in 2016-17, the first full year 
of the program, spending increased by 22.8 percent. Over the 2016-17 
to 2019-20 period, overall spending on the CCB was $20.0 billion more 
than planned under the previous two programs, which themselves were 
expanded in 2015 by the previous government (see Palacios and Clemens, 
2020). The increase in overall spending necessarily means benefit levels 
were increased. The interest and focus of this paper, however, is on the dis-
tribution of the total CCB spending rather than the specific CCB spending 
for particular families. This analysis lays the foundation for future analy-
ses of whether alternative approaches could have assisted lower income 
families to a greater degree (Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios, 2020) and/or 
at a lower total cost, which is particularly important given that the entire 
increase in the program cost was financed by borrowing.

CCB eligibility is determined based on family2 income rather than 
individual income. This study analyzes five different families: lone par-
ent with one child, 2-parent family with one child (one earner), 2-parent 
family with one child (two earners), 2-parent family with two children (one 
earner), and 2-parent family with two children (two earners). One family is 
profiled in the main body of the study, specifically the 2-parent family with 
two children and both parents working. The data and results for the other 
four families are presented in separate appendices at the end.

For table 1, when calculating the CCB, one child is always assumed 
to be under the age of 6, which results in the family receiving the higher 
CCB. For the two families with two children, the second child is assumed 
to be over 6 years of age but under 18, resulting in a lower CCB. However, 
in the subsequent analyses, which rely on data from Statistics Canada’s 
SPSD/M, families with two children under 18 are included regardless of 

2 “Family” is defined as a nuclear family and excludes children over the age of 18, 
grandparents, and unrelated roommates who may reside in the same “household.”
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their ages. The CCB benefit for each family at each level of income was 
calculated for 2021 using the Government of Canada’s online calculator 
(https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-bene-
fits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html). 

The total estimated CCB presented in table 1 is for 2021 and as-
sumes residency in Ontario for tax purposes only. Supplemental benefits 
linked to the CCB provided by the Ontario government, specifically the 
Ontario Trillium Benefit as well as other income transfers for lower-
income Ontarians such as the Ontario energy and property tax credit and 
the Ontario sales tax credit are excluded from the analysis. 

The marginal tax rates for all tables and figures were calculated 
using SPSD/M for 2019 so as to be consistent with previous analyses. To 
calculate the marginal tax rate in the SPSD/M, it was assumed that the 
UCCB (which was a taxable benefit) was still in place and that there was 
an incremental increase of $100 in the benefit. The marginal tax rate was 
calculated as the change in tax liabilities before and after the incremental 
addition of $100 in the UCCB benefit for those families that received the 
benefit. In other words, the marginal tax rate was calculated as the propor-
tion of an extra dollar of UCCB benefit that was taxed. This overcame the 
problem experienced in the SPSD/M marginal tax rate facility that includ-
ed an imputed sales tax.

Standard average and marginal tax rates are also included in table 1 
for reference and were calculated using the Ernst & Young online calcula-
tor (https://www.eytaxcalculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.
html) for the 2021 tax year and checked against the Canada Revenue 
Agency’s tax rate summary. 

The distributional analyses in this study, starting with table 2 and 
figure 2 through to the end of the paper including the appendices are 
based on Statistics Canada’s Social Policy Simulation Database and Model 
(SPSD/M) for the year 2019. The SPSD/M is a micro-analysis system that 
includes detailed information drawn from a number of specialized data-
bases for more than 1 million Canadians in over 300,000 households with 
approximately 600 variables included for each individual. The variables 
include earnings, taxes paid, transfers received from government, and 
demographic characteristics. It is the only database available in Canada 
that integrates taxes, transfers, and other characteristics. The SPSD/M 
currently relies on data from a number of surveys and other sources from 
2017, which is then used to forecast to 2019. 

To ensure a sufficient sample of families from the SPSD/M, the 
analyses after table 1 include all families with two earners regardless of the 
distribution of income between the two people. In addition, families were 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.eytaxcalculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.html
https://www.eytaxcalculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.html


fraserinstitute.org

Better Understanding the Canada Child Benefit: Essay Series / 51

selected based on the number of children eligible for the CCB regardless 
of their specific age.

Why is tax-free status important?

Unlike many income transfers and related benefits that the federal govern-
ment provides, the Canada Child Benefit is tax-free. So while the value of 
the CCB is scaled back3 as family income increases, there is a tax effect 
that needs to be understood, which increases the tax-adjusted value of 
the benefit as family income increases. The reason for this intuitive con-
tradiction is that as income increases, the marginal tax rates that families 
face also increase. To receive the same after-tax benefit, higher and higher 
levels of pre-tax income need to be earned when the marginal tax rate is 
increasing with income. 

For example, for a person to receive a $100 after-tax benefit, the level 
of pre-tax income they need to earn will vary due to increasing marginal 
tax rates. If we apply the federal personal income tax rates exclusively, 
the differences are marked.4 A person earning less than $50,197 of tax-
able income would have to earn $118 in pre-tax income to receive $100 
in after-tax income. A person earning between $100,392 and $155,625, 
on the other hand, would have to earn $135 to generate the same $100 in 
after-tax income. And a person making more than $221,708, facing the 
top federal personal income tax rate of 33 percent, would have to earn 
$149 to receive the same $100 after-tax income. The addition of provincial 
marginal personal income tax rates makes the differences even starker. Put 
simply, the level of pre-tax income needed to generate the same after-tax 
income varies greatly depending on the marginal tax rate an earner faces. 
It is this tax-free dynamic of the CCB that needs to be incorporated in 
our understanding of how the benefit affects families at different income 
levels.

Table 1 presents data for the standard family profiled in this analysis: 
two parents with two children in Ontario, one under the age of 6 and the 

3 For details on how the CCB is calculated, and specifically how it is scaled back as 
income increases, please see https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/
child-family-benefits/canada-child-benefit-overview/canada-child-benefit-we-
calculate-your-ccb.html. 
4 For information on federal personal income tax rates and the income levels at which 
they apply (2021), please see https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/
tax/individuals/frequently-asked-questions-individuals/canadian-income-tax-rates-
individuals-current-previous-years.html. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/canada-child-benefit-overview/canada-child-benefit-we-calculate-your-ccb.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/canada-child-benefit-overview/canada-child-benefit-we-calculate-your-ccb.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/canada-child-benefit-overview/canada-child-benefit-we-calculate-your-ccb.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/frequently-asked-questions-individuals/canadian-income-tax-rates-individuals-current-previous-years.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/frequently-asked-questions-individuals/canadian-income-tax-rates-individuals-current-previous-years.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/frequently-asked-questions-individuals/canadian-income-tax-rates-individuals-current-previous-years.html
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Table 1: Estimated CCB, Average and Marginal Tax Rates by Income Level: 2-Parent 
Family with Two Children (Two Income Earners)

Income 
level

Total es-
timated 
CCB ($), 
monthly

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($),  
annual

Adjusted pre-tax  
CCB value, annual

Average 
tax rate — 
SPSD/M

Marginal 
tax rate — 
SPSD/M

Average 
tax rate

Marginal 
tax rate

Average 
tax rate

Marginal 
tax rate

10,000 1,075.00 12,900  12,900  12,900 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
20,000 1,075.00 12,900  12,900  12,900 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
30,000 1,075.00 12,900  12,900  14,170 0.00% 8.96% 1.19% 15.00%
40,000  993.96 11,928  11,928  13,003 0.00% 8.27% 6.74% 20.05%
50,000  881.46 10,578  10,622  12,005 0.42% 11.89% 9.57% 20.05%
60,000  768.96  9,228  9,646  11,466 4.34% 19.52% 11.31% 20.05%
70,000  656.46  7,878  8,380  10,347 6.00% 23.87% 12.56% 20.05%
80,000  602.03  7,224  7,871  10,237 8.22% 29.43% 13.50% 20.05%
90,000  554.53  6,654  7,362  9,315 9.61% 28.56% 14.23% 20.05%
100,000  507.03  6,084  6,871  8,391 11.45% 27.49% 15.31% 29.65%
110,000  459.53  5,514  6,425  7,890 14.18% 30.11% 16.62% 29.65%
120,000  412.03  4,944  5,751  7,087 14.03% 30.23% 17.70% 29.65%
130,000  364.53  4,374  5,216  6,378 16.14% 31.41% 18.62% 29.65%
140,000  317.03  3,804  4,558  5,403 16.54% 29.59% 19.41% 29.65%
150,000  269.53  3,234  3,953  4,621 18.17% 30.00% 20.09% 29.65%
160,000  222.03  2,664  3,285  4,022 18.90% 33.76% 20.70% 31.48%
170,000  174.53  2,094  2,574  3,132 18.62% 33.12% 21.34% 31.48%
180,000  127.03  1,524  1,896  2,279 19.60% 33.11% 21.90% 31.48%
190,000  79.53  954  1,203  1,438 20.69% 33.62% 22.58% 37.91%
200,000  32.03  384  486  590 20.86% 34.83% 23.45% 43.41%
210,000  — — — — 21.38% 35.83% 24.40% 43.41%
220,000 — — — — 22.02% 34.43% 25.27% 43.41%
230,000 — — — — 22.74% 37.43% 26.06% 43.41%
240,000 — — — — 23.30% 36.16% 26.78% 43.41%
250,000 —  —  —  — 23.83% 36.58% 27.45% 43.41%

Notes:
(1) The assumptions used for the calculations in columns 1 and 2, and in columns 7 and 8: 2021 tax year; two parents, 
two children; both parents work and earn equal amount of income; Child #1 is under 6 years of age, and Child #2 is be-
tween 6 and 17.
(2) CCB is calculated using the online calculator: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-bene-
fits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html.
(3) Average and marginal tax rates identified as SPSD/M were calculated using the methodology explained in the paper 
based on Statistics Canada's SPSD/M.
(4) Average and marginal tax rates in the final two columns were calculated using this calculator: https://www.eytax-
calculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.html.
(5) The calculation of average and marginal income tax rates include both provincial (Ontario) and federal tax rates.

Sources: Government of Canada (2022). Child and Family Benefits Calculator. <https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-
agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html>, as of May 9, 2022; Statistics Canada's 
SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.eytaxcalculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.html
https://www.eytaxcalculators.com/en/2021-personal-tax-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
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other between 6 and 17.5 Both parents work and family income is assumed 
to be earned equally between the two parents. The estimated CCB declines 
from a maximum annual benefit of $12,900 (in 2021) for families with 
income under $20,000 to $384 for families with income between $190,000 
and $200,000. 

Table 1 shows the marginal tax rate, including both the federal and 
Ontario rates and including the provincial surtaxes, calculated using 
SPSD/M and described in the methodology section. The applicable mar-
ginal personal income tax rates range from 0.0 percent to 36.58 percent. 

It’s important to note that tax rates are calculated and imposed on 
individuals rather than on families. The marginal tax rates calculated in the 
SPSD/M include working parents at different income levels. For example, 
there are nearly endless possible combinations of income between the par-
ents in a family with two earners with family income between $70,000 and 
$80,000. The tax calculations in this paper include all these families as long 
as their total family income falls with the prescribed ranges.

To highlight the effect of including families with similar overall 
income but differing levels of individual income between the working 
parents, contrast the marginal tax rate column marked in table 1 with 
“SPSD/M” (column 6) and the final column, which uses an online tax 
calculator. The latter relies on an assumption that all working parents in 
each family earn the same amount of income such that a household with 
$80,000 in family income would have both parents earning $40,000. As de-
picted in table 1, the marginal tax rates using this assumption are generally 
higher than the calculated marginal tax rate using SPSD/M, which again 
includes a greater variety of income splitting between working parents in 
each family.

The marginal tax rates (identified as “Marginal Tax Rate - SPSD/M” 
– column 6) included in table 1 are used to adjust the benefits provided 
by the CCB to the profiled family to reflect the value of pre-tax income 
needed to generate the current CCB. This value is included in column 4 of 
table 1 and is labelled “Adjusted Pre-Tax CCB Value, Annual, Marginal Tax 
Rate.” Figure 1 illustrates the difference between the actual CCB provided 
and its pre-tax value. Specifically, the value of the CCB for each family (by 
income level) is multiplied by 1 minus the marginal tax rate to arrive at the 
pre-tax value of the CCB required to provide an after-tax benefit given the 
applicable marginal tax rate.

5 Note that households from across Canada were included in this analysis based on 
the sampling from the SPSD/M. This was done to capture a larger sample and thus 
more variation within the households. The analysis assumes all families are in Ontario 
for the calculation of marginal taxes. Location does not affect the actual CCB since it 
includes no supplemental provincial benefits.
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Two effects are at work in the results depicted in figure 1. First, the 
applicable marginal tax rate, which increases as income increases, pro-
vides a higher adjustment to the CCB to reflect its tax-adjusted value. The 
second, which mitigates the marginal tax effect, is that the benefit itself 
is reduced or scaled back as income increases. In other words, a larger 
adjustment from the marginal tax is being applied to a smaller and smaller 
CCB as income increases. The key, however, is that the estimated value 
of the adjusted pre-tax CCB is always higher than the actual CCB value 
except for those families earning less than $20,000 in annual income. 

An important question emerges regarding the distribution of CCB 
spending when we account for these pre-tax versus post-tax values. Spe-
cifically, how does this adjustment affect the overall distribution of CCB 
spending by income level? This is made all the more relevant since several 
analyses have shown that overall spending on the CCB versus the previous 
CCTB and UCCB combined is more skewed towards middle- and even 
upper-middle-income families. For instance, Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios 
(2020) found that families with income under $40,000 annually received 

Figure 1: Difference Between the Actual vs. Adjusted Canada Child  
Benefit, by Income Level for a 2-Parent Family with Two Children (Two 
Income Earners), 2021

Notes and sources: See table 1.
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16.2 percent of the total spending under the new CCB compared to 21.8 
percent of total spending under the old program. Indeed, they found that 
slightly more than half of total spending went to families with an income 
of $70,000 or higher (Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios, 2020), the inference 
being that the new program (CCB) is more focused on middle-income 
rather than lower-income families. However, Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios 
(2020) did not adjust for the marginal tax effect outlined above. 

Analyzing the distribution of CCB spending adjust-
ing for tax-free status

The critical question for this analysis is the degree to which adjusting CCB 
spending to reflect its pre-tax value to recipient families affects the overall 
distribution of CCB spending. There are actually two sets of comparisons. 
The first is straightforward: how does the adjusted distribution of CCB 
spending by income level compare with the unadjusted CCB distribution? 
The second, and perhaps more interesting is how the adjusted CCB spend-
ing compares with the distribution of spending under the old programs 
(UCCB and CCTB).

i) Specific family analysis

Table 2 includes information on both the unadjusted and adjusted value of 
CCB spending based on data from the SPSD/M for 2019, including mar-
ginal tax rates. Again, this data only pertains to the specific family pro-
filed in table 1: the 2-parent family with two children under 18 with both 
parents working.6 The distribution of actual CCB spending by income 
level is adjusted using marginal tax rates calculated in the SPSD/M and 
included in table 1. Please see the methodology section for more details 
on the specific calculation of the marginal tax rate.7 Figure 2 illustrates the 
percentage-point difference between the distribution of total actual CCB 
spending by income level and the adjusted total CCB spending to reflect 
the pre-tax value of the benefit. 

6 Note again that this sample includes families in all provinces so as to capture a larger 
sample. For tax purposes, they’re assumed to be in Ontario. 
7 To be consistent and allow for comparability with previous essays in this series on 
the Canada Child Benefit, data from SPSD/M is for the year 2019. The marginal tax 
rates used in figures 2, 4, and the appendices are from the SPSD/M using the approach 
summarized in the methodology section.
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Table 2: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group, 2-Parent Family 
with Two Children (Two Income Earners), 2019 

Income  
groups by 
total income

Number of 
recipient 
families,  

in  
thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted 
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Distribution 
(actual  

benefits —  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change in 
distribution  

of CCB

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

10,001 - 20,000 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

20,001 - 30,000 0.7 10.1 11.1 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

30,001 - 40,000 7.4 97.8 106.6 2.0% 1.6% -0.4%

40,001 - 50,000 12.4 158.2 179.5 3.2% 2.6% -0.6%

50,001 - 60,000 31.8 377.5 469.1 7.7% 6.9% -0.8%

60,001 - 70,000 32.6 345.0 453.2 7.1% 6.6% -0.4%

70,001 - 80,000 59.0 530.1 751.2 10.8% 11.0% 0.2%

80,001 - 90,000 65.6 526.0 736.3 10.8% 10.8% 0.0%

90,001 - 100,000 64.9 473.0 652.3 9.7% 9.6% -0.1%

100,001 - 110,000 62.4 421.4 602.9 8.6% 8.8% 0.2%

110,001 - 120,000 64.4 398.8 571.6 8.2% 8.4% 0.2%

120,001 - 130,000 56.1 325.5 474.6 6.7% 7.0% 0.3%

130,001 - 140,000 57.2 290.2 412.2 5.9% 6.0% 0.1%

140,001 - 150,000 44.6 210.6 300.9 4.3% 4.4% 0.1%

150,001 - 160,000 50.2 205.8 310.7 4.2% 4.6% 0.3%

160,001 - 170,000 36.1 124.4 186.0 2.5% 2.7% 0.2%

170,001 - 180,000 36.5 116.1 173.6 2.4% 2.5% 0.2%

180,001 - 190,000 31.4 83.9 126.4 1.7% 1.9% 0.1%

190,001 - 200,000 29.1 67.3 103.3 1.4% 1.5% 0.1%

200,001 - 210,000 28.1 44.3 69.0 0.9% 1.0% 0.1%

210,001 - 220,000 18.4 23.9 36.4 0.5% 0.5% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 19.0 19.7 31.5 0.4% 0.5% 0.1%

230,001 - 240,000 13.3 11.2 17.5 0.2% 0.3% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 11.8 7.9 12.5 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 56.5 21.0 33.4 0.4% 0.5% 0.1%

Total 889.5 4,889.7 6,821.7

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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As depicted, for families with income up to $30,000 there is no dif-
ference between the actual and adjusted CCB spending. For families with 
income between $30,000 and $70,000, their share of total CCB spending is 
reduced once the pre-tax value of the benefit is adjusted. Specifically, the 
share of total CCB spending falls from 20.0 percent (actual CCB spend-
ing) to 17.7 percent when adjusted for the tax-free nature of the CCB. The 
share of total CCB spending for families with incomes between $70,000 
and $100,000 is essentially unchanged: 31.3 percent versus 31.4 percent. 
Families with income of $100,000 or more experience an increase in their 
share of total CCB spending, rising from 48.5 percent to 50.8 percent. 

The results are relatively straightforward. When the tax-free nature 
of the benefit is accounted for, the total value of the benefits increases and 
they skew more towards middle- and upper-middle-income families. Spe-
cifically, the total value of the benefits paid to this specific profile family 
increases from $4.9 billion to $6.8 billion after accounting for its tax-free 
status. The movement of the overall distribution of spending towards 
middle- and upper-middle-income families is important since it means the 

Figure 2: Percentage Point Change in Distribution of CCB Spending, 2019

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Table 3: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by Income Group, 
2-Parent Family with Two Children (Two Income Earners), 2019

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
10,001 - 20,000 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
20,001 - 30,000 1.6 17.3 0.6% 0.7 11.1 0.2% -6.2 -0.4% -0.9
30,001 - 40,000 11.4 104.8 3.4% 7.4 106.6 1.6% 1.8 -1.8% -4.0
40,001 - 50,000 24.5 185.7 6.0% 12.4 179.5 2.6% -6.2 -3.4% -12.1
50,001 - 60,000 30.8 198.6 6.4% 31.8 469.1 6.9% 270.5 0.4% 1.0
60,001 - 70,000 43.7 204.7 6.6% 32.6 453.2 6.6% 248.5 0.0% -11.1
70,001 - 80,000 57.5 251.0 8.1% 59.0 751.2 11.0% 500.2 2.9% 1.5
80,001 - 90,000 59.3 237.0 7.7% 65.6 736.3 10.8% 499.3 3.1% 6.3
90,001 - 100,000 66.8 246.9 8.0% 64.9 652.3 9.6% 405.4 1.5% -1.9
100,001 - 110,000 60.3 227.2 7.4% 62.4 602.9 8.8% 375.7 1.5% 2.1
110,001 - 120,000 59.9 188.4 6.1% 64.4 571.6 8.4% 383.2 2.3% 4.5
120,001 - 130,000 53.4 162.5 5.3% 56.1 474.6 7.0% 312.1 1.7% 2.7
130,001 - 140,000 54.3 138.5 4.5% 57.2 412.2 6.0% 273.7 1.5% 2.9
140,001 - 150,000 44.2 107.8 3.5% 44.6 300.9 4.4% 193.1 0.9% 0.4
150,001 - 160,000 46.8 115.7 3.8% 50.2 310.7 4.6% 195.0 0.8% 3.4
160,001 - 170,000 35.3 80.9 2.6% 36.1 186.0 2.7% 105.1 0.1% 0.8
170,001 - 180,000 35.1 81.6 2.6% 36.5 173.6 2.5% 92.0 -0.1% 1.4
180,001 - 190,000 28.5 67.6 2.2% 31.4 126.4 1.9% 58.8 -0.3% 2.9
190,001 - 200,000 28.5 69.4 2.3% 29.1 103.3 1.5% 33.9 -0.7% 0.6
200,001 - 210,000 27.0 59.1 1.9% 28.1 69.0 1.0% 9.9 -0.9% 1.1
210,001 - 220,000 18.3 42.1 1.4% 18.4 36.4 0.5% -5.7 -0.8% 0.1
220,001 - 230,000 18.2 41.1 1.3% 19.0 31.5 0.5% -9.6 -0.9% 0.8
230,001 - 240,000 13.9 32.0 1.0% 13.3 17.5 0.3% -14.5 -0.8% -0.6
240,001 - 250,000 11.9 26.6 0.9% 11.8 12.5 0.2% -14.1 -0.7% -0.1
250,001 - Max 88.4 194.8 6.3% 56.5 33.4 0.5% -161.4 -5.8% -31.9
Total 919.6 3,081.3 889.5 6,821.7

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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CCB is less targeted to those in need than previous analyses have conclud-
ed (see Sarlo, Clemens, and Palacios, 2020; and Sarlo, 2021).

This leads to the second part of the analysis, which involves compar-
ing the adjusted CCB spending, by income level, with spending under the 
previous two programs (UCCB and CCTB). Table 3 contains the analysis 
for both the adjusted CCB spending by income level and spending under 
the previous programs. Figure 3 illustrates the percentage-point change in 
the distribution of overall spending by income level between the adjusted 
CCB and the previous programs.

Like the first analysis comparing the actual and adjusted CCB 
spending, the comparison of the adjusted CCB spending versus the old 
programs shows a shift towards greater spending for the middle-class, 
although in this case the shift is more pronounced. The share of total CCB 
spending for families with income under $50,000 annually is 4.4 percent 
compared to 10.0 percent under the old programs. The share of total 
CCB spending for families with incomes between $50,000 and $100,000 
is 44.9 percent compared to 36.9 percent under the old programs. Clearly 

Figure 3: Percentage Point Change in Distribution of CCB Spending, 2019

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Table 4: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group, All Recipient  
Families, 2019 

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number of  
recipient  

families, in  
thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted  
benefits,  

in $ millions

Distribution 
(Actual  

benefits -  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change in 
distribution 

of CCB

Less than 1 2.1 18.3 20.4 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

1 - 10,000 8.8 56.4 61.4 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

10,001 - 20,000 73.4 551.5 612.4 2.2% 1.9% -0.3%

20,001 - 30,000 119.8 1,067.4 1,191.0 4.3% 3.7% -0.6%

30,001 - 40,000 184.0 1,979.2 2,193.0 8.0% 6.7% -1.2%

40,001 - 50,000 200.6 2,110.6 2,480.7 8.5% 7.6% -0.9%

50,001 - 60,000 232.4 2,520.1 3,115.9 10.1% 9.6% -0.6%

60,001 - 70,000 261.2 2,890.5 3,652.8 11.6% 11.2% -0.4%

70,001 - 80,000 263.5 2,505.2 3,347.4 10.1% 10.3% 0.2%

80,001 - 90,000 239.8 2,365.1 3,269.0 9.5% 10.1% 0.5%

90,001 - 100,000 237.5 1,708.5 2,366.0 6.9% 7.3% 0.4%

100,001 - 110,000 224.0 1,530.6 2,153.0 6.2% 6.6% 0.5%

110,001 - 120,000 211.3 1,264.6 1,775.6 5.1% 5.5% 0.4%

120,001 - 130,000 165.5 888.8 1,266.5 3.6% 3.9% 0.3%

130,001 - 140,000 161.5 771.8 1,092.9 3.1% 3.4% 0.3%

140,001 - 150,000 138.4 643.7 925.4 2.6% 2.8% 0.3%

150,001 - 160,000 136.0 536.4 808.2 2.2% 2.5% 0.3%

160,001 - 170,000 110.9 407.9 602.7 1.6% 1.9% 0.2%

170,001 - 180,000 102.9 303.5 452.7 1.2% 1.4% 0.2%

180,001 - 190,000 91.6 256.1 388.4 1.0% 1.2% 0.2%

190,001 - 200,000 73.4 167.3 254.4 0.7% 0.8% 0.1%

200,001 - 210,000 65.1 103.1 159.8 0.4% 0.5% 0.1%

210,001 - 220,000 48.0 63.5 96.3 0.3% 0.3% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 45.9 45.8 71.7 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

230,001 - 240,000 35.2 29.6 45.8 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 29.8 20.5 32.1 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 140.1 58.7 91.1 0.2% 0.3% 0.0%

Total 3,602.7 24,864.7 32,526.6

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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spending on the new CCB, particularly when adjusted to reflect its tax-
free status, has shifted spending to focus more on middle-class families 
than did the previous two programs, which concentrated more of the total 
spending on lower-income families. 

Also of interest is the fact that the share of total spending in the new 
CCB (adjusted) for families with income over $100,000 is 50.8 percent, only 
somewhat less than the share recorded under the old system (53.1 percent). 

For reference, Appendices A through D include the same data pre-
sented in this section for the other four profiled families. The results are, 
to varying degrees, the same. First, there is a minor shift in the distribution 
for the adjusted CCB spending towards middle- and even upper-middle-
income families. Second, and more pronounced, there is clearly a shift in 
the distribution of total CCB spending when adjusted for its tax-free status 
compared to the old programs. This is true for all four profiled families. 
The new CCB program introduced in 2016 shifted the distribution of 
total spending from lower-income families to middle- and upper-middle-
income families.

Figure 4: Percentage Point Change in Distribution of CCB Spending, 2019

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Table 5: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by Income Group, 
All Recipient Families, 2019

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 2.1 13.2 0.1% 2.1 20.4 0.1% 7.2 0.0% 0.0
1 - 10,000 17.0 83.2 0.5% 8.8 61.4 0.2% -21.8 -0.3% -8.2
10,001 - 20,000 87.8 547.9 3.5% 73.4 612.4 1.9% 64.5 -1.6% -14.4
20,001 - 30,000 145.6 1,068.5 6.8% 119.8 1,191.0 3.7% 122.5 -3.1% -25.8
30,001 - 40,000 191.5 1,530.4 9.7% 184.0 2,193.0 6.7% 662.6 -2.9% -7.5
40,001 - 50,000 234.8 1,697.7 10.7% 200.6 2,480.7 7.6% 783.0 -3.1% -34.2
50,001 - 60,000 261.1 1,842.9 11.7% 232.4 3,115.9 9.6% 1,273.0 -2.1% -28.7
60,001 - 70,000 265.2 1,457.9 9.2% 261.2 3,652.8 11.2% 2,194.9 2.0% -4.0
70,001 - 80,000 256.2 1,343.9 8.5% 263.5 3,347.4 10.3% 2,003.5 1.8% 7.3
80,001 - 90,000 205.6 851.5 5.4% 239.8 3,269.0 10.1% 2,417.5 4.7% 34.2
90,001 - 100,000 235.5 903.4 5.7% 237.5 2,366.0 7.3% 1,462.6 1.6% 2.0
100,001 - 110,000 206.7 710.3 4.5% 224.0 2,153.0 6.6% 1,442.7 2.1% 17.3
110,001 - 120,000 190.6 582.2 3.7% 211.3 1,775.6 5.5% 1,193.4 1.8% 20.7
120,001 - 130,000 159.3 429.0 2.7% 165.5 1,266.5 3.9% 837.5 1.2% 6.2
130,001 - 140,000 150.2 397.2 2.5% 161.5 1,092.9 3.4% 695.7 0.8% 11.3
140,001 - 150,000 137.2 351.1 2.2% 138.4 925.4 2.8% 574.3 0.6% 1.2
150,001 - 160,000 129.5 306.5 1.9% 136.0 808.2 2.5% 501.7 0.5% 6.5
160,001 - 170,000 103.1 227.6 1.4% 110.9 602.7 1.9% 375.1 0.4% 7.8
170,001 - 180,000 101.0 221.9 1.4% 102.9 452.7 1.4% 230.8 0.0% 1.9
180,001 - 190,000 85.9 198.3 1.3% 91.6 388.4 1.2% 190.1 -0.1% 5.7
190,001 - 200,000 71.1 158.1 1.0% 73.4 254.4 0.8% 96.3 -0.2% 2.3
200,001 - 210,000 63.2 128.6 0.8% 65.1 159.8 0.5% 31.2 -0.3% 1.9
210,001 - 220,000 47.9 96.0 0.6% 48.0 96.3 0.3% 0.3 -0.3% 0.1
220,001 - 230,000 45.3 88.0 0.6% 45.9 71.7 0.2% -16.3 -0.3% 0.6
230,001 - 240,000 35.9 70.0 0.4% 35.2 45.8 0.1% -24.2 -0.3% -0.7
240,001 - 250,000 30.5 59.6 0.4% 29.8 32.1 0.1% -27.5 -0.3% -0.7
250,001 - Max 235.8 443.2 2.8% 140.1 91.1 0.3% -352.1 -2.5% -95.7
Total 3,695.6 15,808.1 3,602.7 32,526.6

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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ii) Aggregated results

Table 4 is the equivalent of table 3 but includes all recipient families—re-
gardless of the number of children and income earners—rather than just a 
specific type of family. The overall value of the CCB increases from $24.9 
billion to $32.5 billion once the value of its tax-free status is included.

The results, which are highlighted in figure 4, are very similar to 
the previous results. Families with incomes below $10,000 experience no 
change in their share of the overall distribution of CCB spending when the 
CCB benefit is adjusted to reflect its pre-tax values. Families with incomes 
from $10,000 to $70,000 experience a reduction in their share of total CCB 
spending when the CCB is adjusted for its pre-tax values compared to 
the actual CCB spending. Specifically, their share of total CCB spending 
falls from 44.7 percent to 40.7 percent. Finally, families with incomes over 
$70,000 experience an increase in their share of total CCB spending: from 
55.0 percent to 59.0 percent.

Figure 5: Percentage Point Change in Distribution of CCB Spending, 2019

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Table 5 contains data comparing the distribution of tax-adjusted 
CCB spending by income level with the distribution of spending by 
income level under the previous programs. Figure 5 illustrates the per-
centage-point change in the distribution. Again, we notice a marked shift 
in the distribution of overall CCB spending (adjusted) from lower-income 
families towards middle- and upper-middle-income families. Specifically, 
families with annual income under $60,000 experience a reduction in the 
share of total spending—a drop from 42.9 percent under the old programs 
(UCCB and CCTB) to 29.7 percent under the CCB, adjusted for its tax-
free status. Families with income between $60,000 and $180,000 experi-
ence an increase in their share of spending, from 49.2 percent under the 
old programs to 66.8 percent under the new program (again, adjusted for 
its tax-free status). Finally, families with income above $180,000 experi-
ence a reduction in their share of total CCB spending compared to the two 
previous programs, from 7.9 percent to 3.5 percent.

Under the new CCB there has clearly been a shift in the distribu-
tion of total spending compared to its predecessors, both before and after 
adjusting for its tax-free status. Specifically, more of the total spending is 
on middle- and upper-middle-income families compared to the previous 
two programs. This is particularly important when one considers the state 
of federal finances and that the expanded CCB was financed through bor-
rowing (Palacios and Clemens, 2020) given the comparative lack of target-
ing towards lower-income families in the new CCB.

Concluding comments

This is the first paper of which we are aware that identifies the distribu-
tion of the Canada Child Benefit (CCB) by family income levels taking into 
account the CCB’s tax-free status. After taking the CCB’s tax-free status 
into account, the shift in overall total CCB spending towards middle- and 
upper-middle-income families is even greater than previous analyses 
concluded, as they did not account for the program’s tax-free status. While 
overall CCB spending has increased compared to that in the two previous 
programs, the distributional shift to middle- and upper-middle-income 
families suggests that the increases could have been better targeted to 
those families in need while also reducing the overall program cost.
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Appendix Table A1: Estimated CCB, Average and Marginal Tax Rates by 
income Level, Lone-Parent Family with One Child

Income 
level

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($), 
monthly

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($),  
annual

Adjusted pre-tax  
CCB value, annual

Average  
tax  
rate

Marginal 
tax rate

Average  
tax rate

Marginal  
tax rate

10,000  583.08  6,997  7,008  7,479 0.16% 6.44%
20,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  7,776 0.00% 10.02%
30,000  583.08  6,997  7,124  7,827 1.79% 10.61%
40,000  541.06  6,493  6,539  7,356 0.71% 11.73%
50,000  482.73  5,793  6,052  7,713 4.29% 24.90%
60,000  424.39  5,093  5,559  7,275 8.39% 30.00%
70,000  366.06  4,393  5,010  6,566 12.32% 33.10%
80,000  336.07  4,033  4,738  6,290 14.88% 35.88%
90,000  309.41  3,713  4,449  6,105 16.55% 39.18%
100,000  282.74  3,393  4,220  5,280 19.60% 35.74%
110,000  256.07  3,073  3,856  5,120 20.31% 39.98%
120,000  229.41  2,753  3,533  4,934 22.07% 44.21%
130,000  202.74  2,433  3,161  4,427 23.04% 45.04%
140,000  176.07  2,113  2,801  4,098 24.58% 48.44%
150,000  149.41  1,793  2,353  2,466 23.79% 27.30%
160,000  122.74  1,473  1,990  2,851 25.99% 48.33%
170,000  96.07  1,153  1,569  2,282 26.52% 49.49%
180,000  69.41  833  1,131  1,731 26.37% 51.87%
190,000  42.74  513  702  1,099 26.98% 53.34%
200,000  16.07  193  271  388 28.85% 50.32%
210,000 — — — — 28.40% 53.70%
220,000 — — — — 29.67% 50.98%
230,000 —  — — — 31.31% 52.06%

240,000 — — — — 31.02% 55.23%
250,000 —  —  —  — 31.48% 53.91%

Notes:

(1)The assumptions used for the calculations in columns 1 and 2 are: 2021 tax year.

(2) CCB is calculated using the online calculator: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-
family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html.

(3) Average and marginal tax rates identified as SPSD/M were calculated used the methodology explained in 
the paper based on Statistics Canada's SPSD/M.

Sources: Government of Canada (2022); Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
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Appendix Table A2: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group,  
Lone-Parent Family with One Child, 2019 

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number of  
recipient  
families,  

in thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted  

benefits, in  
$ millions

Distribution 
(Actual  

benefits –  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(Total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change  
in  

distribution 
of CCB

Less than 1 1.4 8.5 8.5 0.4% 0.3% -0.1%

1 - 10,000 5.8 35.9 38.4 1.9% 1.5% -0.3%

10,001 - 20,000 35.9 228.3 253.7 11.9% 10.2% -1.7%

20,001 - 30,000 59.5 377.7 422.5 19.7% 17.0% -2.7%

30,001 - 40,000 48.0 299.8 339.6 15.6% 13.7% -1.9%

40,001 - 50,000 52.1 308.1 410.3 16.0% 16.5% 0.5%

50,001 - 60,000 43.8 233.4 333.4 12.1% 13.4% 1.3%

60,001 - 70,000 32.2 152.8 228.4 8.0% 9.2% 1.2%

70,001 - 80,000 29.2 120.9 188.6 6.3% 7.6% 1.3%

80,001 - 90,000 14.1 54.4 89.4 2.8% 3.6% 0.8%

90,001 - 100,000 8.1 24.8 38.6 1.3% 1.6% 0.3%

100,001 - 110,000 10.9 32.2 53.6 1.7% 2.2% 0.5%

110,001 - 120,000 6.7 17.2 30.8 0.9% 1.2% 0.3%

120,001 - 130,000 5.2 11.6 21.1 0.6% 0.8% 0.2%

130,001 - 140,000 2.4 4.6 8.9 0.2% 0.4% 0.1%

140,001 - 150,000 2.1 4.3 5.9 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

150,001 - 160,000 1.5 2.1 4.1 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%

160,001 - 170,000 1.2 1.3 2.6 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

170,001 - 180,000 1.0 1.1 2.3 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

180,001 - 190,000 0.8 0.7 1.5 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%

190,001 - 200,000 0.7 0.6 1.2 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

200,001 - 210,000 0.6 0.3 0.6 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

210,001 - 220,000 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

230,001 - 240,000 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 1.3 0.5 1.1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Total 366.2 1,921.8 2,486.7

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table A3: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by  
Income Group, Lone-Parent Family with One Child, 2019

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 1.4 6.4 0.5% 1.4 8.5 0.3% 2.1 -0.2% 0.0
1 - 10,000 12.0 57.4 4.5% 5.8 38.4 1.5% -19.0 -3.0% -6.2
10,001 - 20,000 37.0 185.0 14.5% 35.9 253.7 10.2% 68.7 -4.3% -1.1
20,001 - 30,000 63.6 308.3 24.2% 59.5 422.5 17.0% 114.2 -7.2% -4.1
30,001 - 40,000 47.2 217.0 17.0% 48.0 339.6 13.7% 122.6 -3.4% 0.8
40,001 - 50,000 51.4 189.5 14.9% 52.1 410.3 16.5% 220.8 1.6% 0.7
50,001 - 60,000 39.7 107.2 8.4% 43.8 333.4 13.4% 226.2 5.0% 4.1
60,001 - 70,000 31.7 75.2 5.9% 32.2 228.4 9.2% 153.2 3.3% 0.5
70,001 - 80,000 26.1 50.5 4.0% 29.2 188.6 7.6% 138.1 3.6% 3.1
80,001 - 90,000 12.8 24.4 1.9% 14.1 89.4 3.6% 65.0 1.7% 1.3
90,001 - 100,000 7.7 12.4 1.0% 8.1 38.6 1.6% 26.2 0.6% 0.4
100,001 - 110,000 11.5 16.3 1.3% 10.9 53.6 2.2% 37.3 0.9% -0.6
110,001 - 120,000 5.8 7.3 0.6% 6.7 30.8 1.2% 23.5 0.7% 0.9
120,001 - 130,000 5.1 5.3 0.4% 5.2 21.1 0.8% 15.8 0.4% 0.1
130,001 - 140,000 2.3 2.1 0.2% 2.4 8.9 0.4% 6.8 0.2% 0.1
140,001 - 150,000 2.0 2.4 0.2% 2.1 5.9 0.2% 3.5 0.0% 0.1
150,001 - 160,000 1.5 1.3 0.1% 1.5 4.1 0.2% 2.8 0.1% 0.0
160,001 - 170,000 1.2 1.0 0.1% 1.2 2.6 0.1% 1.6 0.0% 0.0
170,001 - 180,000 1.0 0.8 0.1% 1.0 2.3 0.1% 1.5 0.0% 0.0
180,001 - 190,000 0.8 0.6 0.0% 0.8 1.5 0.1% 0.9 0.0% 0.0
190,001 - 200,000 0.7 0.6 0.0% 0.7 1.2 0.0% 0.6 0.0% 0.0
200,001 - 210,000 0.6 0.5 0.0% 0.6 0.6 0.0% 0.1 0.0% 0.0
210,001 - 220,000 0.5 0.4 0.0% 0.5 0.4 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
220,001 - 230,000 0.5 0.4 0.0% 0.5 0.4 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
230,001 - 240,000 0.4 0.3 0.0% 0.4 0.4 0.0% 0.1 0.0% 0.0
240,001 - 250,000 0.3 0.2 0.0% 0.3 0.2 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
250,001 - Max 2.5 2.0 0.2% 1.3 1.1 0.0% -0.9 -0.1% -1.2
Total 367.3 1,274.8 366.2 2,486.7

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table B1: Estimated CCB, Average and Marginal Tax Rates by 
income Level, 2-Parent Family with One Child (One Income Earner)

Income 
level

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($), 
monthly

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($),  
annual

Adjusted pre-tax  
CCB value, annual

Average  
tax  
rate

Marginal 
tax rate

Average  
tax rate

Marginal  
tax rate

10,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  6,997 0.00% 0.00%
20,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  7,467 0.00% 6.29%
30,000  583.08  6,997  6,998  7,626 0.02% 8.25%
40,000  541.06  6,493  6,546  7,254 0.82% 10.49%
50,000  482.73  5,793  5,952  7,184 2.67% 19.37%
60,000  424.39  5,093  5,437  7,068 6.33% 27.95%
70,000  366.06  4,393  4,979  5,892 11.78% 25.45%
80,000  336.07  4,033  4,320  5,418 6.65% 25.56%
90,000  309.41  3,713  4,334  4,987 14.34% 25.55%
100,000  282.74  3,393  3,850  4,536 11.88% 25.20%
110,000  256.07  3,073  3,586  4,105 14.32% 25.14%
120,000  229.41  2,753  3,278  3,683 16.03% 25.26%
130,000  202.74  2,433  2,801  3,243 13.13% 24.97%
140,000  176.07  2,113  2,449  2,790 13.72% 24.28%
150,000  149.41  1,793  2,066  2,363 13.23% 24.14%
160,000  122.74  1,473  1,736  2,010 15.15% 26.72%
170,000  96.07  1,153  1,351  1,618 14.68% 28.74%
180,000  69.41  833  1,005  1,133 17.10% 26.47%
190,000  42.74  513  608  693 15.67% 26.01%
200,000  16.07  193  235  259 17.86% 25.44%
210,000 — — — — 16.10% 27.61%
220,000 — — — — 16.46% 26.94%
230,000 —  — — — 16.74% 30.07%
240,000 — — — — 17.35% 26.15%
250,000 —  —  —  — 18.34% 27.72%

Notes:

(1)The assumptions used for the calculations in columns 1 and 2 are: 2021 tax year; and child is under 6 
years of age.

(2) CCB is calculated using the online calculator: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-
family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html.

(3) Average and marginal tax rates identified as SPSD/M were calculated used the methodology explained in 
the paper based on Statistics Canada's SPSD/M.

Sources: Government of Canada (2022); Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
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Appendix Table B2: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group,  
2-Parent Family with One Child (One Income Earner), 2019

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number of  
recipient  
families,  

in thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted  

benefits, in  
$ millions

Distribution 
(Actual  

benefits –  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(Total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change  
in  

distribution 
of CCB

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

10,001 - 20,000 7.6 49.0 52.3 5.6% 4.7% -0.8%

20,001 - 30,000 12.3 78.2 85.2 8.9% 7.7% -1.2%

30,001 - 40,000 25.9 161.4 180.3 18.3% 16.4% -2.0%

40,001 - 50,000 23.8 152.6 189.3 17.3% 17.2% -0.2%

50,001 - 60,000 24.2 134.7 187.0 15.3% 17.0% 1.7%

60,001 - 70,000 18.9 83.0 111.3 9.4% 10.1% 0.7%

70,001 - 80,000 11.4 49.0 65.8 5.6% 6.0% 0.4%

80,001 - 90,000 11.7 44.7 60.0 5.1% 5.4% 0.4%

90,001 - 100,000 10.0 31.4 42.0 3.6% 3.8% 0.2%

100,001 - 110,000 8.8 24.3 32.5 2.8% 2.9% 0.2%

110,001 - 120,000 9.0 23.3 31.2 2.6% 2.8% 0.2%

120,001 - 130,000 6.9 15.9 21.2 1.8% 1.9% 0.1%

130,001 - 140,000 4.6 9.6 12.7 1.1% 1.2% 0.1%

140,001 - 150,000 5.1 7.1 9.4 0.8% 0.8% 0.0%

150,001 - 160,000 2.8 3.9 5.3 0.4% 0.5% 0.0%

160,001 - 170,000 2.5 2.6 3.6 0.3% 0.3% 0.0%

170,001 - 180,000 2.5 1.5 2.0 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

180,001 - 190,000 2.9 4.5 6.1 0.5% 0.6% 0.0%

190,001 - 200,000 1.5 0.8 1.1 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

200,001 - 210,000 1.3 0.6 0.8 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

210,001 - 220,000 1.2 0.4 0.5 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 1.0 0.3 0.4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

230,001 - 240,000 0.9 0.2 0.3 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 0.7 0.2 0.3 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 3.2 0.9 1.2 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

Total 200.7 880.1 1,101.9

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table B3: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by  
Income Group, 2-Parent Family with One Child (One Income Earner), 2019 

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
1 - 10,000 0.0 0.2 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% -0.2 0.0% 0.0
10,001 - 20,000 10.0 45.4 7.9% 7.6 52.3 4.7% 6.9 -3.2% -2.4
20,001 - 30,000 11.6 54.8 9.6% 12.3 85.2 7.7% 30.4 -1.8% 0.7
30,001 - 40,000 25.9 122.9 21.5% 25.9 180.3 16.4% 57.4 -5.1% 0.0
40,001 - 50,000 30.8 121.4 21.2% 23.8 189.3 17.2% 67.9 -4.0% -7.0
50,001 - 60,000 17.6 51.0 8.9% 24.2 187.0 17.0% 136.0 8.1% 6.6
60,001 - 70,000 21.4 44.4 7.8% 18.9 111.3 10.1% 66.9 2.3% -2.5
70,001 - 80,000 9.3 23.2 4.1% 11.4 65.8 6.0% 42.6 1.9% 2.1
80,001 - 90,000 11.4 23.9 4.2% 11.7 60.0 5.4% 36.1 1.3% 0.3
90,001 - 100,000 9.3 13.8 2.4% 10.0 42.0 3.8% 28.2 1.4% 0.7
100,001 - 110,000 8.6 12.7 2.2% 8.8 32.5 2.9% 19.8 0.7% 0.2
110,001 - 120,000 8.2 12.0 2.1% 9.0 31.2 2.8% 19.2 0.7% 0.8
120,001 - 130,000 6.9 9.8 1.7% 6.9 21.2 1.9% 11.4 0.2% 0.0
130,001 - 140,000 4.2 5.4 0.9% 4.6 12.7 1.2% 7.3 0.2% 0.4
140,001 - 150,000 5.0 4.9 0.9% 5.1 9.4 0.8% 4.5 0.0% 0.1
150,001 - 160,000 2.7 3.1 0.5% 2.8 5.3 0.5% 2.2 -0.1% 0.1
160,001 - 170,000 2.5 2.7 0.5% 2.5 3.6 0.3% 0.9 -0.1% 0.0
170,001 - 180,000 2.5 2.3 0.4% 2.5 2.0 0.2% -0.3 -0.2% 0.0
180,001 - 190,000 2.9 4.1 0.7% 2.9 6.1 0.6% 2.0 -0.2% 0.0
190,001 - 200,000 1.6 1.5 0.3% 1.5 1.1 0.1% -0.4 -0.2% -0.1
200,001 - 210,000 1.4 1.4 0.2% 1.3 0.8 0.1% -0.6 -0.2% -0.1
210,001 - 220,000 1.2 1.2 0.2% 1.2 0.5 0.0% -0.7 -0.2% 0.0
220,001 - 230,000 1.0 0.9 0.2% 1.0 0.4 0.0% -0.5 -0.1% 0.0
230,001 - 240,000 0.9 0.8 0.1% 0.9 0.3 0.0% -0.5 -0.1% 0.0
240,001 - 250,000 0.8 0.8 0.1% 0.7 0.3 0.0% -0.5 -0.1% -0.1
250,001 - Max 8.1 7.7 1.3% 3.2 1.2 0.1% -6.5 -1.2% -4.9
Total 205.8 572.3 200.7 1,101.9

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table C1: Estimated CCB, Average and Marginal Tax Rates by 
income Level, 2-Parent Family with One Child (Two Income Earners)

Income 
level

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($), 
monthly

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($),  
annual

Adjusted pre-tax  
CCB value, annual

Average  
tax  
rate

Marginal 
tax rate

Average  
tax rate

Marginal  
tax rate

10,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  6,997 0.00% 0.00%
20,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  6,997 0.00% 0.00%
30,000  583.08  6,997  6,997  8,055 0.00% 13.14%
40,000  541.06  6,493  6,525  7,077 0.49% 8.26%
50,000  482.73  5,793  5,931  7,986 2.33% 27.46%
60,000  424.39  5,093  5,438  7,089 6.35% 28.16%
70,000  366.06  4,393  4,722  5,994 6.97% 26.71%
80,000  336.07  4,033  4,504  5,689 10.47% 29.11%
90,000  309.41  3,713  4,249  5,341 12.61% 30.48%
100,000  282.74  3,393  3,894  4,740 12.87% 28.42%
110,000  256.07  3,073  3,591  4,433 14.44% 30.69%
120,000  229.41  2,753  3,291  4,160 16.35% 33.83%
130,000  202.74  2,433  2,919  3,562 16.65% 31.69%
140,000  176.07  2,113  2,572  3,040 17.86% 30.50%
150,000  149.41  1,793  2,182  2,663 17.82% 32.68%
160,000  122.74  1,473  1,804  2,269 18.37% 35.08%
170,000  96.07  1,153  1,431  1,820 19.41% 36.65%
180,000  69.41  833  1,017  1,285 18.10% 35.16%
190,000  42.74  513  650  797 21.09% 35.67%
200,000  16.07  193  241  298 20.14% 35.39%
210,000 — — — — 22.12% 36.60%
220,000 — — — — 22.63% 36.67%
230,000 —  — — — 22.37% 37.51%
240,000 — — — — 23.55% 38.12%
250,000 —  —  —  — 24.26% 38.88%

Notes:

(1)The assumptions used for the calculations in columns 1 and 2 are: 2021 tax year; and child is under 6 
years of age.

(2) CCB is calculated using the online calculator: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/
child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html.
(3) Average and marginal tax rates identified as SPSD/M were calculated used the methodology explained in 
the paper based on Statistics Canada's SPSD/M.

Sources: Government of Canada (2022); Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
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Appendix Table C2: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group, 2-Parent 
Family with One Child (Two Income Earners), 2019 

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number of  
recipient  
families,  

in thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted  

benefits, in  
$ millions

Distribution 
(Actual  

benefits –  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(Total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change  
in  

distribution 
of CCB

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

10,001 - 20,000 0.3 1.8 1.8 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

20,001 - 30,000 2.8 17.0 19.6 0.9% 0.7% -0.2%

30,001 - 40,000 5.8 37.3 40.7 2.0% 1.5% -0.5%

40,001 - 50,000 23.1 140.3 193.4 7.4% 7.1% -0.2%

50,001 - 60,000 30.1 158.6 220.8 8.3% 8.2% -0.2%

60,001 - 70,000 48.3 232.9 317.8 12.2% 11.7% -0.5%

70,001 - 80,000 52.5 222.6 314.0 11.7% 11.6% -0.1%

80,001 - 90,000 42.3 163.9 235.8 8.6% 8.7% 0.1%

90,001 - 100,000 61.9 203.7 284.6 10.7% 10.5% -0.2%

100,001 - 110,000 56.3 176.1 254.1 9.3% 9.4% 0.1%

110,001 - 120,000 52.0 143.1 216.3 7.5% 8.0% 0.5%

120,001 - 130,000 42.0 101.4 148.4 5.3% 5.5% 0.2%

130,001 - 140,000 38.9 83.8 120.6 4.4% 4.5% 0.1%

140,001 - 150,000 27.8 53.5 79.5 2.8% 2.9% 0.1%

150,001 - 160,000 36.6 55.7 85.8 2.9% 3.2% 0.2%

160,001 - 170,000 29.0 37.0 58.4 1.9% 2.2% 0.2%

170,001 - 180,000 23.9 23.6 36.4 1.2% 1.3% 0.1%

180,001 - 190,000 20.3 15.7 24.4 0.8% 0.9% 0.1%

190,001 - 200,000 15.6 12.2 18.9 0.6% 0.7% 0.1%

200,001 - 210,000 13.7 6.6 10.4 0.3% 0.4% 0.0%

210,001 - 220,000 11.0 4.2 6.6 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 10.7 3.1 5.0 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

230,001 - 240,000 8.3 2.0 3.2 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 7.2 1.6 2.6 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 28.1 3.9 6.3 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

Total 688.5 1,901.6 2,705.2

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table C3: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by  
Income Group, 2-Parent Family with One Child (Two Income Earners), 2019 

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
10,001 - 20,000 0.3 1.2 0.1% 0.3 1.8 0.1% 0.6 0.0% 0.0
20,001 - 30,000 3.2 12.7 1.0% 2.8 19.6 0.7% 6.9 -0.3% -0.4
30,001 - 40,000 7.0 33.5 2.7% 5.8 40.7 1.5% 7.2 -1.1% -1.2
40,001 - 50,000 28.2 110.1 8.7% 23.1 193.4 7.1% 83.3 -1.6% -5.1
50,001 - 60,000 33.7 88.1 7.0% 30.1 220.8 8.2% 132.7 1.2% -3.6
60,001 - 70,000 50.7 124.1 9.8% 48.3 317.8 11.7% 193.7 1.9% -2.4
70,001 - 80,000 48.4 113.0 8.9% 52.5 314.0 11.6% 201.0 2.7% 4.1
80,001 - 90,000 44.0 93.9 7.4% 42.3 235.8 8.7% 141.9 1.3% -1.7
90,001 - 100,000 66.7 125.6 9.9% 61.9 284.6 10.5% 159.0 0.6% -4.8
100,001 - 110,000 47.0 85.6 6.8% 56.3 254.1 9.4% 168.5 2.6% 9.3
110,001 - 120,000 53.0 85.7 6.8% 52.0 216.3 8.0% 130.6 1.2% -1.0
120,001 - 130,000 40.8 55.5 4.4% 42.0 148.4 5.5% 92.9 1.1% 1.2
130,001 - 140,000 34.9 41.1 3.3% 38.9 120.6 4.5% 79.5 1.2% 4.0
140,001 - 150,000 27.6 34.8 2.8% 27.8 79.5 2.9% 44.7 0.2% 0.2
150,001 - 160,000 35.9 40.7 3.2% 36.6 85.8 3.2% 45.1 0.0% 0.7
160,001 - 170,000 28.3 34.2 2.7% 29.0 58.4 2.2% 24.2 -0.5% 0.7
170,001 - 180,000 23.8 26.2 2.1% 23.9 36.4 1.3% 10.2 -0.7% 0.1
180,001 - 190,000 19.4 22.6 1.8% 20.3 24.4 0.9% 1.8 -0.9% 0.9
190,001 - 200,000 16.0 20.6 1.6% 15.6 18.9 0.7% -1.7 -0.9% -0.4
200,001 - 210,000 13.2 15.7 1.2% 13.7 10.4 0.4% -5.3 -0.9% 0.5
210,001 - 220,000 11.3 13.1 1.0% 11.0 6.6 0.2% -6.5 -0.8% -0.3
220,001 - 230,000 11.1 11.9 0.9% 10.7 5.0 0.2% -6.9 -0.8% -0.4
230,001 - 240,000 8.2 9.0 0.7% 8.3 3.2 0.1% -5.8 -0.6% 0.1
240,001 - 250,000 7.4 8.2 0.6% 7.2 2.6 0.1% -5.6 -0.6% -0.2
250,001 - Max 54.6 57.0 4.5% 28.1 6.3 0.2% -50.7 -4.3% -26.5
Total 714.7 1,264.1 688.5 2,705.2

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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Appendix Table D1: Estimated CCB, Average and Marginal Tax Rates by 
income Level, 2-Parent Family with Two Children (One Income Earner)

Income 
level

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($), 
monthly

Total  
estimated 
CCB ($),  
annual

Adjusted pre-tax  
CCB value, annual

Average  
tax  
rate

Marginal 
tax rate

Average  
tax rate

Marginal  
tax rate

10,000  1,075.00  12,900  12,900  12,900 0.00% 0.00%
20,000  1,075.00  12,900  12,900  12,900 0.00% 0.00%
30,000  1,075.00  12,900  12,900  14,718 0.00% 12.35%
40,000  993.96  11,928  11,928  12,960 0.00% 7.97%
50,000  881.46  10,578  10,859  11,970 2.59% 11.63%
60,000  768.96  9,228  9,705  11,893 4.92% 22.41%
70,000  656.46  7,878  8,515  10,489 7.49% 24.90%
80,000  602.03  7,224  8,186  9,132 11.75% 20.89%
90,000  554.53  6,654  7,707  8,906 13.66% 25.28%
100,000  507.03  6,084  7,131  8,015 14.68% 24.09%
110,000  459.53  5,514  6,146  7,077 10.28% 22.08%
120,000  412.03  4,944  5,798  6,663 14.72% 25.79%
130,000  364.53  4,374  5,332  5,868 17.96% 25.45%
140,000  317.03  3,804  4,785  5,062 20.50% 24.84%
150,000  269.53  3,234  3,902  4,343 17.12% 25.52%
160,000  222.03  2,664  3,237  3,583 17.69% 25.63%
170,000  174.53  2,094  2,592  2,814 19.21% 25.58%
180,000  127.03  1,524  1,888  2,050 19.28% 25.64%
190,000  79.53  954  1,157  1,416 17.50% 32.61%
200,000  32.03  384  469  526 18.11% 26.97%
210,000 — — — — 20.76% 27.10%
220,000 — — — — 20.13% 27.14%
230,000 —  — — — 20.63% 28.74%
240,000 — — — — 19.99% 27.73%
250,000 —  —  —  — 20.61% 29.39%

Notes:

(1)The assumptions used for the calculations in columns 1 and 2 are: 2021 tax year; and child #1 is under 6 
years of age and child #2 is between 6 and 17.

(2) CCB is calculated using the online calculator: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/
child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html.
(3) Average and marginal tax rates identified as SPSD/M were calculated used the methodology explained in 
the paper based on Statistics Canada's SPSD/M.

Sources: Government of Canada (2022); Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/child-family-benefits-calculator.html
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Appendix Table D2: Distribution of Canada Child Benefits by Income Group,  
2-Parent Family with Two Children (One Income Earner), 2019  

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number of  
recipient  
families,  

in thousands

Total  
benefits,  

in $  
millions

Total  
adjusted  

benefits, in  
$ millions

Distribution 
(Actual  

benefits –  
unadjusted)

Distribution 
(Total  

adjusted 
benefits)

Change  
in  

distribution 
of CCB

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

1 - 10,000 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

10,001 - 20,000 0.5 5.9 5.9 0.3% 0.2% -0.1%

20,001 - 30,000 6.1 75.9 86.6 3.3% 3.0% -0.3%

30,001 - 40,000 25.2 322.4 350.3 13.8% 12.0% -1.9%

40,001 - 50,000 19.2 239.7 271.2 10.3% 9.3% -1.0%

50,001 - 60,000 27.9 334.7 431.4 14.4% 14.7% 0.4%

60,001 - 70,000 36.2 394.4 525.2 16.9% 17.9% 1.0%

70,001 - 80,000 26.5 246.1 311.1 10.6% 10.6% 0.1%

80,001 - 90,000 14.7 117.5 157.3 5.0% 5.4% 0.3%

90,001 - 100,000 24.3 175.8 231.6 7.5% 7.9% 0.4%

100,001 - 110,000 15.2 99.2 127.3 4.3% 4.4% 0.1%

110,001 - 120,000 15.5 94.3 127.1 4.0% 4.3% 0.3%

120,001 - 130,000 12.0 66.1 88.7 2.8% 3.0% 0.2%

130,001 - 140,000 10.4 51.6 68.7 2.2% 2.3% 0.1%

140,001 - 150,000 7.6 33.5 45.0 1.4% 1.5% 0.1%

150,001 - 160,000 6.2 23.4 31.5 1.0% 1.1% 0.1%

160,001 - 170,000 4.8 15.2 20.4 0.7% 0.7% 0.0%

170,001 - 180,000 4.0 10.4 14.0 0.4% 0.5% 0.0%

180,001 - 190,000 3.5 7.4 11.0 0.3% 0.4% 0.1%

190,001 - 200,000 2.8 4.6 6.3 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

200,001 - 210,000 2.6 3.5 4.8 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%

210,001 - 220,000 1.8 2.0 2.7 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

220,001 - 230,000 1.7 1.6 2.2 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

230,001 - 240,000 1.6 1.1 1.5 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%

240,001 - 250,000 1.3 0.7 1.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

250,001 - Max 6.3 2.8 3.8 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

Total 277.9 2,329.8 2,926.5

Note: The adjustment is based on the on the marginal tax rate calculated using SPSD/M.

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.



fraserinstitute.org

76 / Better Understanding the Canada Child Benefit: Essay Series

Appendix Table D3: Comparing Adjusted CCB with the Previous UCCB + CCTB by  
Income Group, 2-Parent Family with Two Children (One Income Earner) 

UCCB+CCTB CCB adjusted Compared to CCB adjusted

Income  
groups by  
total income

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Number 
of  

recipient 
families, 
in thou-
sands

Total 
benefits, 

in $  
millions

Distri-
bution

Change 
in total 

benefits, 
in $  

millions

Change  
in  

distri-
bution 

Change in 
number  

of  
recipient 
families,  
in thou-
sands 

Less than 1 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 0.0
1 - 10,000 0.1 1.2 0.1% 0.0 0.0 0.0% -1.2 -0.1% -0.1
10,001 - 20,000 2.1 18.6 1.3% 0.5 5.9 0.2% -12.7 -1.1% -1.6
20,001 - 30,000 11.0 100.5 6.9% 6.1 86.6 3.0% -13.9 -4.0% -4.9
30,001 - 40,000 25.6 230.7 15.9% 25.2 350.3 12.0% 119.6 -3.9% -0.4
40,001 - 50,000 23.7 191.9 13.2% 19.2 271.2 9.3% 79.3 -4.0% -4.5
50,001 - 60,000 34.0 209.4 14.4% 27.9 431.4 14.7% 222.0 0.3% -6.1
60,001 - 70,000 32.6 189.1 13.0% 36.2 525.2 17.9% 336.1 4.9% 3.6
70,001 - 80,000 19.5 91.0 6.3% 26.5 311.1 10.6% 220.1 4.4% 7.0
80,001 - 90,000 19.4 80.6 5.6% 14.7 157.3 5.4% 76.7 -0.2% -4.7
90,001 - 100,000 16.9 62.3 4.3% 24.3 231.6 7.9% 169.3 3.6% 7.4
100,001 - 110,000 16.3 58.6 4.0% 15.2 127.3 4.4% 68.7 0.3% -1.1
110,001 - 120,000 12.6 37.7 2.6% 15.5 127.1 4.3% 89.4 1.7% 2.9
120,001 - 130,000 12.1 36.1 2.5% 12.0 88.7 3.0% 52.6 0.5% -0.1
130,001 - 140,000 9.1 23.3 1.6% 10.4 68.7 2.3% 45.4 0.7% 1.3
140,001 - 150,000 7.3 18.9 1.3% 7.6 45.0 1.5% 26.1 0.2% 0.3
150,001 - 160,000 5.6 14.2 1.0% 6.2 31.5 1.1% 17.3 0.1% 0.6
160,001 - 170,000 4.5 11.4 0.8% 4.8 20.4 0.7% 9.0 -0.1% 0.3
170,001 - 180,000 3.7 9.0 0.6% 4.0 14.0 0.5% 5.0 -0.1% 0.3
180,001 - 190,000 3.4 8.3 0.6% 3.5 11.0 0.4% 2.7 -0.2% 0.1
190,001 - 200,000 2.8 6.7 0.5% 2.8 6.3 0.2% -0.4 -0.2% 0.0
200,001 - 210,000 2.4 5.8 0.4% 2.6 4.8 0.2% -1.0 -0.2% 0.2
210,001 - 220,000 2.0 4.9 0.3% 1.8 2.7 0.1% -2.2 -0.2% -0.2
220,001 - 230,000 1.6 3.7 0.3% 1.7 2.2 0.1% -1.5 -0.2% 0.1
230,001 - 240,000 1.6 3.6 0.2% 1.6 1.5 0.1% -2.1 -0.2% 0.0
240,001 - 250,000 1.4 3.0 0.2% 1.3 1.0 0.0% -2.0 -0.2% -0.1
250,001 - Max 12.7 29.2 2.0% 6.3 3.8 0.1% -25.4 -1.9% -6.4
Total 284.0 1,449.7 277.9 2,926.5

Sources: Statistics Canada's SPSD/M (V. 29); calculations by authors.
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