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VANCOUVER—Students at British Columbia’s non-elite independent schools
achieve higher scores on standardized tests than their public school counterparts, even
though after-tax incomes for families with children at both types of schools are the
same, finds a new study by the Fraser Institute, an independent, non-partisan Canadian
public policy think-tank.
“Not only do B.C.’s independent schools offer parents more choice for religious and
alternative teaching pedagogies, they also achieve better academic results as measured
by standardized tests,” said Angela MacLeod, senior policy analyst at the Fraser
Institute and co-author of Comparing the Standardized Test Scores of British
Columbia’s Public and Independent Schools.
The study builds on previous research that found after-tax incomes for families with
children at B.C.’s non-elite independent schools ($78,894) were essentially the same
as families with children in the province’s public schools ($77,396).
The new analysis finds that from 2011/12 to 2015/16, students at non-elite
independent schools averaged statistically significant higher scores than public
students in 10 of the province’s 11 standardized tests in both elementary and
secondary schools. (They also outperformed public school students on Grade 12
English, but the higher score was not statistically significant.)
For example, in the Grade 7 Writing Foundation Skills Assessment, non-elite
independent school students averaged 18.9 per cent higher grades than public school
students.
Likewise at the secondary school level, non-elite independent school students
averaged 72 per cent on the Grade 10 science exam, compared to 68.7 per cent for
public school students.
“The evidence is compelling—even though students in non-elite independent schools
have the same family income levels as students in public schools, they have averaged
higher scores on the province’s standardized tests,” MacLeod said.
“This important finding is a valuable addition to the ongoing discussion surrounding
school choice.”
The study also found students at B.C.’s elite independent schools, which make up just
8.2 per cent of all independent schools in the province, scored higher than students at
both non-elite and public schools in all 11 tests.
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