EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Government Spending and Own-Source
Revenue for Canada’s Aboriginals
A Comparative Analysis
by Ravina Bains and Kayla Ishkanian
With average unemployment rates on reserve above 20% and graduation rates below 40%, there is a
clear gap in outcomes between Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals in Canada. This is sometimes blamed
on funding disparities. This study provides a fact-based evaluation of the oft-heard claims that spending
on Canada’s aboriginal population is not comparable to spending on other Canadians. It examines actual
spending on aboriginal Canadians using data from the federal department of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs Canada, Health Canada, and provincial governments, sources where aboriginal spending was
clearly identified in the public accounts.
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Summary
Own-source revenue

From the data available, over $263 billion has been transferred
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This analysis reveals that spending on Canada’s aboriginal
population has risen substantially in real terms—in total,
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than they received in government transfers. For example,
Tsuu T’ina Nation in Alberta was the top earner of own-source
revenue in 2013/14. In a single fiscal year, the community
generated over $113 million in own-source revenue—over
five times the amount Tsuu T’ina Nation received in government transfers for 2013/14. In 2013/14, Frog Lake First Nation
in Alberta generated the most natural resource based ownsource revenue in the country—over $45.6 million in one fiscal
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year. On a per-capita basis, Yale First Nation in British Columbia

Total spending on Aboriginals (2015 $ millions)
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada(1944/45–2013/14)
Health Canada (1994/95–2013/14)
Provincial governments (various start years from 1993/94 through 2013/14)
Total

214,698
40,649
8,304
263,651

