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CANADA’S AIR QUALITY SINCE 1970:  
AN ENVIRONMENTAL SUCCESS STORY 
by Ross McKitrick and Elmira Aliakbari

C	anadians have long been  
	 concerned about the state of  
	 our air quality and the belief 
that air pollution is a major problem 
seems to be widespread. This 
publication examines the evolution of 
air quality in Canada from the 1970s 
onward and looks at how the current 
state of air quality compares to the 
stringent standards established by 

Canadian government policy. The 
study concludes that air quality in 
Canada has improved substantially 
and that this significant change over 
the past four decades occurred at the 
same time there was considerable 
growth in Canada’s population, 
economic activity, energy use, and 
consumption of motor fuel.  

Read the study here  ››

https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/comparing-performance-of-universal-health-care-countries-2016.pdf
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/canadas-air-quality-since-1970-an-environmental-success-story.pdf



