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C	onventional medicine’s ability  
	 to deal with and treat pain and  
	 disease continues to progress 
thanks to changes in medical practice 
and the introduction of new medical 
and pharmaceutical technologies. 
At the same time, the public’s 
knowledge about what health care 
can do has also grown considerably, 
in part because of continually 
expanding access to information 
and knowledge via the internet. 
These significant changes in the 
health care world led to the question 
of whether or not, and to what 
degree, Canadians’ use of, and public 
attitudes towards, complementary 
and alternative medicine (such 
as chiropractic, naturopathic, and 
herbal therapies) have changed 
over the past two decades. To 
answer this question, the Fraser 
Institute commissioned Compas to 
conduct a Canadian national survey 
to determine the prevalence, costs, 
and patterns of complementary and 

alternative medicine (CAM) use in 
2016. This is the third in a series of 
surveys on the use of and public 
attitudes towards CAM published by 
the Fraser Institute.   
Read the study here ››
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