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How First Nations Benefit
from Pipeline Construction
by Tom Flanagan
The highly visible opposition of some British Columbia First Nations to pipeline construction has created
the impression that all Indigenous people are opposed to resource development. That impression,
however, is false. Forty-three First Nations and other Indigenous groups support the proposed Trans
Mountain pipeline, while only 12 signalled opposition in the Tsleil-Waututh litigation. All 20 First Nations
along the route of the Coastal GasLink pipeline, which has been planned to feed LNG exports from
Kitimat, endorse that proposal, apart from some internal disagreement within the Wet’suwet’en.
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The right to be consulted, which First Nations employ to negotiate mutual-benefit agreements, has been articulated by
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the courts in the context of individual proposals such as mines
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and oil wells, forestry clear-cuts, and ski resorts. The courts
have not yet faced up to the complexity of long, linear projects
involving dozens of First Nations. Analogous problems in the

How First Nations Benefit
from Pipeline Construction

Tom Flanagan

How First Nations Benefit from

PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION

wider economy are resolved by governments’ power of expropriation with compensation for easements or other takings.

Click here to read
the full report

Existing provincial legislation, however, does not apply to
“lands reserved for Indians” (Constitution Act, 1867, s. 91(24)).

Pipelines are economic lifelines
for remote, low-income First Nations
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