
B.C.’s Referendum
• There is no requirement for voter turnout, or support from across the province.

•  The Referendum will give politicians and bureaucrats exclusive power in designing a 
system without proper public consultation and approval. 

•  The public won’t know how the proportional representation system will work in 
practice. A fundamental principle of the referendum, that voters be informed of 
the consequences of their choice, is being violated.

The Impact of Proportional Representation  
Changing British Columbia’s voting system to a form of “proportional representation” could 
result in fewer local representatives and give rise to fringe or extreme parties on the left and 
right of the political spectrum.  

Proportional representation also results in a higher frequency of coalition governments which creates:

• less stable governments;

• less moderate policy platforms;

• poorer representation of voters’ views;

• higher levels of government spending and larger deficits;

• more frequent elections;

• greater uncertainty. 

All of these are bad for voters and the economy as potential investors may look for more 
stable jurisdictions.

For more information, visit https://www.fraserinstitute.org/categories/democracy-governance

Behind the Allure of Proportional Representation (PR)



Proportional representation results in more coalition 
governments, leading to higher government spending

A comparison between BC’s current voting system and 
proposed proportional representation models
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