
Main conclusions

ðð Barack Obama’s sec ond-term “Green Team” (the cab i net offi cials and agency lead ers
who will set energy and envi ron men tal pol icy) are nearly all in place: John Kerry
(Sec re tary of State), Sally Jewell (Secretary of the Inte rior), Ernest Moniz (Sec re tary of
Energy), and Gina McCar thy (Admin is tra tor of the EPA, still to be confirmed). They are 
enthu si as tic about tak ing action on energy and envi ron men tal pol icy. 

ðð Obama’s choices have significant implications for Canada. Because the US con sum es
vir tu ally all of Can ada’s energy exports, changes to US pol icy could either facil i tate or
hin der Can ada’s energy export ambi tions.

ðð Because of the tra di tion of har mo niz ing US and Cana dian envi ron men tal pol i cies, the
posi tions of the Green Team members on three core issues (cli mate change, green
energy, and “fracking”) will likely have direct impact on Can ada.

ðð Should the US move ahead on highly restric tive envi ron men tal reg u la tions, Can ada’s
energy pro duc ers could find them selves fac ing new hur dles, as Can ada has a pol icy of
har mo niz ing envi ron men tal reg u la tions with the US through NAFTA.

ðð However, an even big ger risk to Can ada’s energy exports to the US could result from the
recent mas sive boom in US oil and gas pro duc tion because the US will have less appe tite
for Cana dian oil. In fact, envi ron men tal groups are already using the energy
self-sufficiency argument to cam paign against increas ing Cana dian access to US mar kets 
via the Key stone XL pipe line.

                              June 2013

Obama’s Green Team 2.0
Implications for Canadian Energy and

Environmental Policy

by Kenneth P. Green and Elizabeth DeMeo



The four lead ers of Barack Obama’s
sec ond-term “Green Team” (the
cab i net offi cials and agency lead ers
who will set energy and
environmental pol icy) are nearly all
in place: John Kerry has been
con firmed as Sec re tary of
State, Sally Jewell has been
con firmed as Sec re tary of the
Inte rior, and Ernest Moniz
has been con firmed as Sec re -
tary of Energy. Only the con -
fir ma tion of Gina McCar thy
remains in play. The mem -
bers of Green Team 2.0 are
clearly intel li gent, expe ri -
enced and enthu si as tic about
tak ing action on energy and
envi ron men tal pol icy.

Pres i dent Obama’s sec ond-
term choices for Sec re tary of
State, Sec re tary of the Inte rior,
Admin is tra tor of the EPA,
and Sec re tary of Energy carry 
sig nif i cant impli ca tions for Can ada,
where the fed eral and sev eral pro -
vin cial gov ern ments are cur rently
pro mot ing Can ada’s energy export
goals (EPIC, 2012: 11). With the
United States con sum ing vir tu ally
all of Can ada’s energy exports,
changes to US pol icy could either
facil i tate or hin der Can ada’s energy
export ambi tions.

On the neg a tive side of the led ger,
should the US move ahead on highly 
restric tive envi ron men tal reg u la tions,
Can ada’s energy pro duc ers could
find them selves fac ing new hur dles,
as Can ada has a pol icy of har mo niz -
ing envi ron men tal reg u la tions with
the US through NAFTA, the North
Amer i can Free Trade Agree ment
(Can ada, Depart ment of For eign
Affairs and Inter na tional Trade,
1994). This is a lesser known ele -
ment of NAFTA that was dis cussed

in more depth in an essay writ ten
for the Fra ser Insti tute by Chris
Hor ner, an envi ron men tal pol icy
ana lyst at the Com pet i tive Enter -
prise Insti tute:

The pri mary impli ca tions for
Can ada rest on the fact that
Can ada has long held a pol icy
of har mo niz ing envi ron men tal
reg u la tions with those of the
United States, at least the major
ones such as National Ambi ent
Air Qual ity stan dards. Part of
this is due to the North Amer i can 
Free Trade Agree ment which
urges har mo ni za tion of rules as
they tighten, but not if they
loosen (Bedros, 2009). If the US is 
par tic u larly aggres sive in tight en -
ing such envi ron men tal stan -
dards at high cost, Cana di ans
could soon see their own econ -
omy affected through the har mo -
ni za tion pro cess. (Hor ner, 2012)

Hor ner lists some of the com po -
nents of what he terms a “reg u la tory 
cliff” that the US is poised to
encoun ter: 

Among other expen sive EPA
reg u la tions expected in 2013
and listed in a report by Sen a tor 
James Inhofe of Oklahoma are:
reg u la tion declar ing coal ash to
be a haz ard ous sub stance, “Tier
III gas reg u la tions” reduc ing the 
sul fur con tent in gas o line from
30 parts per mil lion to 10 ppm
(US Sen ate Com mit tee on Envi -
ron ment and Pub lic Works,
2012). In late Decem ber, the
EPA finally issued two delayed
reg u la tions, National Emis sion
Stan dard for Haz ard ous Air
Pol lut ants for indus trial, com -
mer cial, and insti tu tional boil -
ers and for cement kilns. These
are widely expected to force the
shut down of mas sive num bers
of boil ers and dra mat i cally
increase the cost of pro duc ing
cement domes ti cally. (Hor ner,
2012)

But a big ger risk to Can ada’s energy 
export ambi tions could be the result 
of a non-reg u la tory, even non-gov -
ern men tal activ ity: the mas sive
boom in US oil and gas pro duc tion
that has rev o lu tion ized energy
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mar kets in recent years. As one of
us (Green) noted in an essay in the
same series as Hor ner’s, the first
Obama Admin is tra tion was rel a -
tively inef fec tive at sti fling the boom 
in US hydro car bon pro duc tion,
which hap pened mainly on pri vately
owned and state-con trolled lands
(Insti tute for Energy Research,
2012). The con tin u a tion of that
boom may be the great est threat to
Can ada’s energy export ambi tions.
The US Energy Infor ma tion Agency 
recently pre dicted that the US will
be a net exporter of nat u ral gas by
2016, and a net oil export ing coun -
try by 2035 (U.S. Energy Infor ma -
tion Admin is tra tion, 2013).

If the EIA’s pre dic tion is accu rate,
that means a US mar ket with less
appe tite for Cana dian oil, and the
EIA’s pre dic tions are already being
used by envi ron men tal groups to
cam paign against increas ing Cana -
dian access to US mar kets via the
Key stone XL pipe line. As USA
Today reports, “Dan iel J. Weiss of
the Cen ter for Amer i can Prog ress, a 
think tank opposed to Key stone,
says the report shows that the US
does not need the pipe line for its
energy secu rity. ‘This is a very cau -
tious pro jec tion, and even it says
we’ll be more energy inde pend ent,’
he says” (Koch, 2012).

In this essay, we will exam ine the
his to ries of each mem ber of the
team, with par tic u lar atten tion to
their posi tions on three core issues:
cli mate change, green energy, and
nat u ral gas/ hydrau lic frac tur ing
(“fracking”). Because of a tra di tion
of har mo niz ing US and Cana dian
envi ron men tal pol i cies, actions on
these par tic u lar files would likely
have direct impact on Can ada.

Dur ing his 28 years in the Sen -
ate, John Kerry has made
clear his belief that gov ern -

ment leg is la tion is the proper
response to global cli mate change.
In 2001, he intro duced the Global
Cli mate Change Act, designed to
expe dite gov ern ment action on
global warm ing (Cen ter for Cli mate 
and Energy Solu tions, undated). He
and his wife coauthored a book on
envi ron men tal ism in 2008 (This
Moment on Earth); in 2009,
then-Sen a tor Kerry and Sen a tor
Barbara Boxer pro posed the Clean
Energy Jobs and Amer i can Power
Act, a highly ambi tious cap-and-
trade bill (Samuelsohn, 2009).

Fol low ing that bill’s defeat, Kerry
penned an opti mis tic com men tary
in Octo ber 2009 with Sen a tor
Lindsay Gra ham, claim ing to, “have 
found both a frame work for cli mate 
leg is la tion to pass Con gress and the
blue print for a clean-energy future
that will revi tal ize our econ omy,
pro tect cur rent jobs and cre ate new
ones, safe guard our national secu -
rity and reduce pol lu tion” (Kerry
and Gra ham, 2009). Accord ingly, in 
May 2010, Kerry and Sen a tor
Joseph Lieberman intro duced the
dis cus sion draft of the Amer i can

Power Act. Speak ing of the Act,
Kerry said, “Our frame work
embraces and encour ages the use of
all energy sources, includ ing
renewables, clean coal, nat u ral gas
and nuclear power… We also
embrace sig nif i cant energy effi -
ciency ini tia tives as a crit i cal
short-term oppor tu nity to reduce
our nation’s energy depend ence as
well as house hold energy bills”
(Morford, 2009). Though laud able
in scope, the bill was crit i cized for
its eco nomic impli ca tions (many
billed it as a revamped ver sion of
his prior cap and trade pro posal)
and ulti mately fell apart (Loris,
2010; Hor ner, 2010). Kerry, how -
ever, remains a sup porter of an
“all-of-the-above” pol icy, as he
explained in Sep tem ber 2012:

You have to be all of the above.
Look, I’m the most ardent
advo cate up here for doing
some thing about cli mate
change, but you’re nev er the less
gonna have to use fos sil fuels.
The ques tion is, can you use
them in clean and man age able
ways? The answer is, Yes, you
can, if you make the right sort
of require ments… you have to

John Kerry: Sec re tary of State

“No sen a tor since Al Gore knows as much about the sci -
ence and diplo macy of cli mate change as Kerry. He would
not only put cli mate change in the top five issues he raises
with every coun try, but he would prob a bly rethink our
entire dip lo matic approach to the issue.”

—David Goldwyn, inter na tional energy con sul tant and
Pres i dent Bill Clinton’s spe cial envoy and coor di na tor
for inter na tional energy affairs (Dav en port, 2012)
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do what you have to do to meet
our energy demand. You have
to have scrub bers, you have to
have stan dards, you have to
take old power plants out of
ser vice and put in new power
plants with higher stan dards.
There are ways to do fos sil fuels 
respon si bly. (Lit tle, 2012)

On a global scale, Kerry’s record
reveals an unwa ver ing com mit ment 
to inter na tional coop er a tion on cli -
mate issues. Him self an atten dee of
the 1992 UN envi ron ment con fer -
ence in Brazil and the 1997 Kyoto
Con fer ence, Kerry spoke out against
George W. Bush’s repu di a tion of
the Kyoto Pro to col 2001, crit i ciz ing
the Pres i dent for, “repeat edly ques -
tion[ing] the under ly ing sci ence of
cli mate change and attempt[ing] to
reig nite the debate over whether the 
threat is real” (Greenberg, 2004;
Huffington Post Green blog, 2012).
He was also the sole US Sen a tor
pres ent at UN cli mate-change nego -
ti a tions in Bali, Indo ne sia, in 2007,
and Poznan, Poland, in 2008
(Hymas, 2012). And accord ing to
an inter view with for mer Sen a tor
Chuck Hagel, Kerry attempted, in
1998, to “essen tially rescind the
Byrd-Hagel Res o lu tion” (Frontline,
2007) a sense-of-the-Sen ate res o lu -
tion that spec i fied what the Sen ate
would find accept able (or unac cept -
able) as the Clinton admin is tra tion
nego ti ated the Kyoto Pro to col.
Byrd-Hagel, as it was called, had
passed the Sen ate by an over whelm -
ing 95-0 vote.

In August 2012, Kerry told the US
Sen ate that he believed cli mate
change to be “of as sig nif i cant a
level of impor tance” as Syria’s or
Iran’s nuclear ambi tion, as it
“affects eco sys tems on which the

oceans and the land depend” (Real
Clear Pol i tics, 2012). In his role as
Sec re tary of State, Kerry has made
good on this com mit ment. He
recently announced min is te rial level 
coop er a tion with Japan’s For eign
Min is ter Fumio Kishida on the 2015 
UN cli mate change treaty (Parnell,
2013), strik ing a deal sim i lar to one
he crafted with China (US Depart -
ment of State, 2013; King, 2013).

Kerry’s first real envi ron men tal test
as Sec re tary of State lies ahead, in
deci sion-mak ing over the

con tro ver sial Key stone XL oil pipe -
line. As Chair of the For eign Rela -
tions Com mit tee, Kerry pro posed a
thor ough review of the pipe line, but 
gave no clear indi ca tion of his per -
sonal feel ings on the issue (Geman,
2011). As Sec re tary of State, he met
with Cana dian for eign affairs min is -
ter John Baird in Feb ru ary regard -
ing the pipe line, but has made no
for mal rec om men da tion on the
pro ject to date, prom is ing only a
fair, trans par ent, and prompt deci -
sion (Broder, Krauss, and Austen,
2013).

Gina McCar thy: Admin is tra tor of the 
Envi ron men tal Pro tec tion Agency

“How many more times, if con firmed, will this EPA direc tor
pull the reg u la tory lever and allow another [coal] min ing 
fam ily to fall through the EPA’s trap door to job less ness, to
pov erty and to poor health?”

—Sen a tor John Barrasso, on Gina McCar thy (Barrasso, 2013)

In her most recent role as EPA
Assis tant Admin is tra tor for the
Office of Air and Radi a tion,
McCar thy devel oped a rep u ta tion
for her frank, straight for ward man -
ner and highly strin gent rulemak-
ing. In recent years, for exam ple,
she’s helped craft lim its that curb
emis sions of mer cury and soot
from power plants, and set more
rig or ous stan dards for car tail pipe
emis sions and sul fur lev els in gas o -
line (Unger, 2013).

While many in the envi ron men tal
com mu nity admire her efforts, oth -
ers have spo ken out against what
they believe to be reg u la tory over -
reach on the part of the EPA. Said

With a career that’s spanned
the terms of five Mas sa chu -
setts gov er nors, Obama’s

nom i nee to replace for mer EPA
Admin is tra tor Lisa Jack son is
clearly qual i fied for the posi tion.
Not only has Gina McCar thy had a
great deal of expe ri ence, but she’s
also worked on both sides of the
aisle: from 2003-2004, she served as
Mas sa chu setts dep uty sec re tary of
the Office of Com mon wealth Devel -
op ment under Repub li can Gov er -
nor Mitt Romney (she later became
Con nect i cut com mis sioner of the
Depart ment of Envi ron men tal Pro -
tec tion before tak ing her pres ent
posi tion under the cur rent admin is -
tra tion) (Tracy, 2013).



Sen a tor Mitch McConnell, “... I am
con cerned that Gina McCar thy
would con tinue to fos ter this admin is -
tra tion’s rad i cal envi ron men tal and
anti-coal jobs agenda... vast over -
reach and bur den some rules and
reg u la tions that sti fle job cre ation
have been the bed rock of this admin -
is tra tion for too long” (Unger, 2013). 
Ech oed Sen a tor John Barrasso, “I’m
not sure whether the nom i nee before 
us today is per son ally aware of so
many folks who have actu ally lost
their jobs because of the EPA and
the role that I believe it is tak ing
now, which is fail ing our coun try…
How many more times, if con -
firmed, will this EPA direc tor pull
the reg u la tory lever and allow
another [coal] min ing fam ily to fall
through the EPA’s trap door to job -
less ness, to pov erty and to poor
health?” (Unger, 2013).

The courts, it would seem, side with 
the Sen a tors. As the Wall Street
Jour nal recently explained:

Crit ics have also started to take
note of the embar rass ing string
of defeats the courts have recently 
dealt the agency regard ing rules
it issued in Mr. Obama’s first
term. Those judi cial slapdowns
are mak ing a mock ery of for -
mer Obama EPA Admin is tra tor 
Lisa Jack son’s prom ise in 2009
to restore the agency’s “stat ure”
with rulemaking that “stands up 
in court.”

This past year alone has proven
a ban ner year for EPA rebukes,
now that some of the first Obama
rules have finally made their
way to court. In March of 2012
a fed eral court said the EPA had 
exceeded its author ity in veto ing
a Clean Water Act per mit for a

moun tain top coal mine. That
same month, the US Supreme
Court ruled in favor of an Idaho 
cou ple, after the EPA first refused 
to let them build their home and
then refused to let them chal lenge 
the agency’s author ity.

In July, a fed eral judge agreed
with the coal indus try that the
EPA had (again) exceeded its
author ity in putt ing out new
reg u la tions that tram pled on
state rights to reg u late sur face
min ing. The very next month,
the US Court of Appeals for the
DC Cir cuit said the EPA had
over stepped bound aries laid out 
by Con gress in putt ing out a
con tro ver sial reg u la tion (the
Cross-State Air Pol lu tion Rule)
that forced states to be “good
neigh bors.” The court later
denied the EPA’s peti tion for a
rehear ing... (Strassel, 2013, April 9)

Despite pushback from the courts,
McCar thy seems com mit ted to an
exten sive reg u la tory agenda at the
EPA. She appears primed in par tic -
u lar to take aggressive action on cli -
mate change, which, she explained,
“is one of the great est chal lenges of
our gen er a tion and our great obli ga -
tion to future gen er a tions” (Bernstein, 
2013). “I am con vinced,” she added, 
“that those steps [to reduce cli mate
change] can and must be pur sued
with com mon sense.” In addi tion to 
pub lic health ben e fits, she explained 
that cli mate change pol icy can “cre -
ate mar kets for emerg ing and new
tech nol o gies and new jobs.” McCar -
thy’s atti tude dove tails closely with
Pres i dent Obama’s recent prom ise
that if Con gress does n’t pass leg is la -
tion to address cli mate change, he
will get his agen cies, includ ing the
EPA, to act in their stead.

In her new role as EPA Admin is tra -
tor, one of the first major tests for
McCar thy will be devel op ing the
reg u la tions gov ern ing emis sions
from new power plants. As the New
York Times observed:

The EPA, which the Supreme
Court granted author ity to reg -
u late car bon diox ide and other
heat-trap ping gases, is in the
midst of writ ing reg u la tions gov -
ern ing such emis sions from new
power plants. Those rules,
expected to be com pleted this
year, would essen tially bar con -
struc tion of any new coal-fired
power plants unless they included 
the means to cap ture car bon
gases, a tech nol ogy that does not
yet exist on a com mer cial scale.

But to make a real dent in the
nation’s emis sions, the agency
must then devise emis sions lim -
its for exist ing plants, a hugely
con tro ver sial pro ject that could
force the shut down of doz ens of 
older coal-burn ing power plants,
cause a steep drop in domes tic
demand for coal and trig ger a
sharp rise in energy prices.

No mat ter how care fully writ -
ten—and Ms. McCar thy is an
expert on fed eral air qual ity
under law—any such reg u la tions
would be sub ject to intense
oppo si tion in the courts, and in
Con gress, which could seek to
over turn the reg u la tions.
(Broder and Wald, 2013)

McCar thy’s his tory of tough
rulemaking could push Can ada’s own 
envi ron men tal stan dards toward
greater strin gency, impos ing extra
costs on the Cana dian econ omy. 
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Like McCar thy, Ernest Moniz
brings with him exten sive
expe ri ence in the pol icy arena,

hav ing served under Pres i dent Bill
Clinton as the Under sec re tary of
Energy from 1997 to 2001 (and pre -
vi ously as Asso ci ate Direc tor for
Sci ence in the Office of Sci ence and
Tech nol ogy Pol icy in the Exec u tive
Office of the Pres i dent), and as a
mem ber of Pres i dent Obama’s Sci -
ence and Tech nol ogy Advi sory
Coun cil since 2009 (Chokshi, 2013). 
He also brings an impres sive aca -
demic back ground, hav ing been on
the MIT fac ulty since 1973 and in
his pres ent role as Direc tor of the
MIT Energy Ini tia tive. Moniz was
con firmed on April 18, 2013
(Juliano, 2013).

Though Sen a tor
Murkowski billed him as
the “rare nom i nee who
gath ers wide bipar ti san
acclaim” in his nom i na tion 
hear ing (Murkowski,
2013), there are a few areas
in which Moniz’s record
has landed him in con tro -
versy. The first is nuclear
power. Despite res er va -
tions held by many in the
wake of the 2011 disas ter at the
Fukushima plant in Japan, Moniz
argued that the US should con tinue
to pur sue nuclear power as a renew -
able energy source (Chokshi, 2013).

In a For eign Affairs com men tary in
2011 enti tled “Why We Still Need
Nuclear Power,” he wrote:

It would be a mis take, how ever,
to let Fukushima cause gov ern -
ments to aban don nuclear
power and its ben e fits. Elec tric -
ity gen er a tion emits more car -
bon diox ide in the United States 
than does trans por ta tion or
indus try, and nuclear power is
the larg est source of car bon-free 
elec tric ity in the coun try.
Nuclear power gen er a tion is
also rel a tively cheap, cost ing
less than two cents per kilo watt- 
hour for oper a tions, main te -
nance, and fuel. (Moniz, 2011a)

To mit i gate the safety and cap i tal
cost chal lenges asso ci ated with con -
ven tional nuclear oper a tions, Moniz 
pro posed a shift towards a newer,
smaller class of mod u lar reac tors
known as SMRs. As he explained,

“Since SMRs are smaller than
conventional nuclear plants, the con -
struc tion costs for indi vid ual pro jects 
are more man age able, and thus the
financ ing terms may be more favor -
able. And because they are fac tory-
assem bled, the on-site con struc tion
time is shorter” (Moniz, 2011a).

A sec ond issue likely to cause con -
tro versy is Moniz’s con tin ued sup -
port of hydrau lic frac tur ing,
col lo qui ally known as “fracking.”
Though he offered his uncon di -
tional sup port for McCar thy’s nom -
i na tion, Sierra Club Exec u tive
Direc tor Michael Brune appeared to 
have res er va tions about Moniz
based on his stance towards
fracking. In a recent press release,
Brune urged Moniz to “pri or i tize
clean, renew able energy as cli mate
solu tions over destruc tive fos sil
fuels and boon dog gles like liq ue fied
nat u ral gas exports” (Brune, 2013).
He added, “We would stress to Mr.
Moniz that an ‘all of the above’
energy pol icy only means ‘more of
the same,’ and we urge him to leave
dan ger ous nuclear energy and toxic
fracking behind while focus ing on
safe, clean energy sources like wind
and solar.” At the core of the issue
lies an MIT report led by Moniz
that sup ports the prac tice, as well as
the fact that (as the Wash ing ton
Post points out), “major oil and gas
com pa nies, includ ing BP, Shell, ENI 
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Ernest Moniz: Sec re tary of Energy

“We would stress to Mr. Moniz that an ‘all of the above’ energy pol icy only means ‘more of the 
same,’ and we urge him to leave dan ger ous nuclear energy and toxic fracking behind while
focus ing on safe, clean energy sources like wind and solar.”

—Michael Brune, Exec u tive Direc tor of the Sierra Club (Brune, 2013)

Moniz views nat u ral gas
as sim ply one piece of a

larger energy agenda, and 
also a piece that will be
phased out over time.



and Saudi Aramco, pro vided as
much as $25 mil lion each to the
MIT Energy Ini tia tive. Other
research money came from a foun -
da tion bank rolled by shale gas giant 
Ches a peake Energy” (MIT, 2011;
Mufson, 2013).

When review ing the MIT report in
ques tion, it’s impor tant to note that
Moniz views nat u ral gas as sim ply
one piece of a larger energy agenda,
and also a piece that will be phased
out over time. In 2011 Tes ti mony
before the US Com mit tee on
Energy and Nat u ral Resources, he
clar i fied: 

In broad terms, we find that,
given the large amounts of nat -
u ral gas avail able in the U.S. at
mod er ate cost (enabled to a
large degree by the shale gas
resource), nat u ral gas can
indeed play an impor tant role
over the next cou ple of decades
(together with demand man -
age ment) in eco nom i cally
advanc ing a clean energy sys -
tem. How ever, with increas -
ingly strin gent car bon diox ide
emis sions reduc tions, nat u ral
gas would even tu ally become
too car bon inten sive, which
high lights the impor tance of a
robust inno va tion pro gram for
zero-car bon options. (Moniz,
2011b)

As for mer CEO of out door
retailer REI, Sally Jewell is a
some what sur pris ing pick for

Obama’s Sec re tary of the Inte rior.
Though some view Jewell’s lack of
expe ri ence in the polit i cal arena
as a lia bil ity, oth ers see her busi -
ness back ground as a chip she can 
use to help her bar gain across the
aisle (Eilperin, 2013). Jewell was
con firmed by the Sen ate on April
10, 2013 (New York Times, April
11, 2013). A review of Jewell’s
his tory lends cred i bil ity to this
claim: on the left, she’s likely to
win praise from envi ron men tal
groups for her clear con cern over
cli mate change (in response to a
ques tion on cli mate change, she
explained dur ing her con fir ma -
tion hear ing that there was “no
ques tion in [her] mind that it is
real, and the sci en tific evi dence is
there to back that up”), as well as
her strong sup port for the car bon
tax (Goode, 2013). 

Jewell has also earned respect from
oil and gas indus tries for her for mer 
roles as a petro leum engi neer and
banker work ing with nat u ral
resource com pa nies (Soto Ouchi,
2005). Such expe ri ence will prove
par tic u larly rel e vant to her new
role, as she’ll over see over 500 mil -
lion acres of US pub lic land (in

addi tion to 1 bil lion acres off shore)
with vast poten tial for energy devel -
op ment and min ing (Daly, 2013).
While she’s expressed broad sup -
port for an all-of-the-above

approach to energy (dur ing her
con fir ma tion hear ing, she cited her
pre vi ous expe ri ence work ing on the
Alas kan pipe line as a source of “bal -
ance and per spec tive in [her]
career”), it remains to be seen how,
exactly, Jewell will bal ance com pet -
ing energy pri or i ties (Goode, 2013).
Given her his toric com mit ment to
envi ron men tal con ser va tion, it’s
fairly cer tain Jewell will seek to
increase pro tec tion of pub lic lands
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Sally Jewell: Sec re tary of the Inte rior

“Prob a bly the big gest chal lenge Ms. Jewell faces will be strik ing 
the right bal ance between the Sec re tary’s dual roles of both
con serv ing and devel op ing our resources.”

— Sen a tor Ron Wyden, Chair of the Sen ate Energy and 
     Nat u ral Resources Com mit tee (Wyden, 2013)

Given her his toric
com mit ment to
envi ron men tal

con ser va tion, it’s
fairly cer tain Jewell
will seek to increase
pro tec tion of pub lic
lands in what ever

pol i cies she pur sues.



in what ever pol i cies she pur sues
(Bump, 2013). While Jewell has
gen er ally been praised for her envi -
ron men tal pro tec tion ism, some
have noted that it could be a poten -
tial con flict of inter est in her
upcom ing role. As was recently
noted in Polit ico:

[Sen. John] Barrasso [R-Wyo.]
crit i cized Jewell’s mem ber ship
in the National Parks Con ser va -
tion Asso ci a tion, which has
sued the fed eral gov ern ment
doz ens of times while she has
served as vice chair man on its
board of trust ees.

“It’s unset tling to many that
you have a fun da men tal con flict 
of inter est when it comes to
lead ing the Depart ment of Inte -
rior because many of these 59
law suits that your orga ni za tion
has filed against the gov ern ment
are still pend ing,” he told her.

Jewell replied that she played no 
role in NPCA’s deci sions to sue
the gov ern ment and that if the
law suits involved Inte rior while
she was in charge, she would
seek guid ance from the agency’s 
eth ics offi cials. (Goode, 2013)

For Jewell, like Moniz, fracking
could also prove to be a par tic u larly
divi sive issue. One early issue she’ll
face as Sec re tary of the Inte rior is
the final iza tion of a dis clo sure rule
requir ing drill ing com pa nies to list
chem i cals used in fracking oper a -
tions (Daly, 2013). Already twice
delayed due to indus try pro tests of
its strin gency, the final rule issued
under Jewell will need to walk a fine 
line between respect ing busi ness
inter ests and sat is fy ing
envi ron men tal ists. 

Con clu sion

Despite some inter est ing vari a tions
in the posi tions of some of the play -
ers, Obama’s sec ond-admin is tra tion 
“Green Team” is likely to main tain
the same pol icy playbook from
Pres i dent Obama’s first term: push -
ing for more aggres sive envi ron -
men tal reg u la tions, par tic u larly
regard ing coal burn ing; push ing for
a faster, more aggres sive expan sion
of the renew able energy sec tor; and
maybe add ing a new ele ment of
increased reg u la tion of nat u ral gas
pro duc tion via hydrau lic frac tur ing. 
The team’s actions will have impor -
tant impli ca tions for Can ada, and
the cur rent gov ern ment’s dream of
greatly increas ing the coun try’s
energy exports.
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