STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST 2020
APPLICATION RULES
1. The contest is open to students studying in Canada and to Canadian students studying abroad.
Upon request, Canadian students studying abroad will be expected to provide proof of
citizenship. A student is defined as someone who attends school in the 2019/2020 school year
or is enrolled to attend in 2020/2021.
2. Submissions will be considered from secondary and post-secondary (undergraduate and
graduate) students in all disciplines.
3. There will be three separate categories: high school, undergraduate, and graduate students. The
category definitions are based on your status in the 2019/2020 school year; for example, if you
are an undergraduate student from fall 2019 until spring 2020, you qualify in the
‘Undergraduate’ category.
4. An essay can have more than one author, and any prizes awarded will be split evenly between
the authors. The category in which the essay will be considered will be that of the author with
the highest level of education; for example, if you are an undergraduate student and you coauthor with a graduate student, your essay will be considered in the graduate category.
5. Essay must be between 1,000-1,500 words, not including references.
6. Entry must be a single document, the header of each page of the essay must include the
author’s full name and a page number.
7. Essay entry must include a cover page, which the name of the author(s), mailing address, phone
number, and e-mail address. High school students should include school and grade. Postsecondary students should include school, major, and year of graduation.
8. Entries must be submitted online in .pdf format.
9. Entries may only be submitted once. Further submissions with revisions will not be accepted.
10. Entries must include references cited from academic sources. Any academically acceptable
referencing style may be used.
11. Please note that if you are a finalist and include a graph in your essay, you will be required to
send it to us in an Excel file with the underlying data in order that we can recreate it in house. If
you want to include a previously published graph for which you do not have the underlying data,
you must cite its source appropriately to prove that you have permission to reuse it.
12. Failure to follow these rules may lead to disqualification from the contest.
13. Entries will be judged on originality, clear expression of ideas, the ability to empirically support
their argument and understanding of competitive markets and/or the impact of government
intervention.
14. All entries and ideas become the property of the Fraser Institute. In addition to receiving cash
prizes, winners may be published in Canadian Student Review once they have gone through the
peer review process.
15. Winners will be announced in the fall of 2020.
For more information, please call: 1-800-665-3558, ext 233 or email student@fraserinstitute.org

